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T HE love of God is a mystery to us
fallen human beings. We love those

who love us-our children, wives,
husbands, friends and relatives, but how
quickly our love can ehangel The
divorce courts testify of how quickly our
human love can turn to hate, and when
one hates another, the other hates back.
Lawyers become rich because of the
hatred of the unregenerated heart. But
God is love. Lucifer despised this un-
fathomable love, and his once great love
for God and His law turned to hatred.

Hate is the source of all rebellion.
The war in heaven is a historical fact of
what hate can do in an absolutely perfect
atmosphere. The hatred of Satan for God
and His law reached new heights at the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
As Adam and Eve poured out their
remorse for their sin, Jesus stepped in
between the penalty and the sinner and
became man's Substitute, "for the wages
of sin is death." Romans 6:23. In offer-
ing Himself as our Substitute, He also
became our Example in victory over sin
and temptation.

What a sacrifice! The God who
could make a world by His word, who
could speak and command and it stood
fast (Psalm 33:6, 9), was willing to
come down to the level of fallen human
beings. Yes, God is love. Self-sacrifi-
cial, self-renouncing love-love that is
way beyond our ability to understand in
our fallen condition, but we can under-
stand, we must understand, by ex-
periencing that love in our daily life in
Christ. We must know Him, and to
know Him is to love Him. To love Him
is to serve Him with all our heart, soul
and body. Sin originated in self-seek-
ing. If allowed to grow in man's charac-
tec, he can become a demon or a seem-
ingly good person, but unsavable. For
good is not good enough for God. Per-
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feetion and holiness are the standard of
righteousness.

"But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; beeause it is written, Be ye
holy; for I am holy." 1 Peter 1:15-16

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven is per-
feet." Matthew 5:48

This beautiful description of God's
love comes from our prophet:

"In the beginning, God was revealed
in all the works of creation. It was Chrisl
thai spread the heavens, and laid Ihe
foundations of the earth. It was His hand
that hung the worlds in space, and fash-
ioned the flowers of the field. 'His
strength setteth fast the mountains.' 'The
sea is his, and he made it.' Psalm 65:6;
95:5. It was He that filled the earth with
beauty, and the air with song. And upon
all things in earth, and air, and sky, He
wrote the message of the Father's love.

"Now sin has marred God's perfect
work, yet Ihat handwriting remains.
Even now all created things declare Ihe
glory of His excellence. There is noth-
ing, save the selfish heart of man, that
lives unto itself. ...

"The angels of glory find their joy in
giving-giving love and tireless watch-
care to souls that are fallen and unholy.
Heavenly beings woo the hearts of men;
they bring to this dark world light from
the courts above; by gentle and patient
ministry they move upon the human
spirit, to bring the losl into a fellowship
with Christ which is even closer than
they themselves ean know.

"But turning from all lesser repre-
sentations, we behold God in Jesus.
Looking unto Jesus we see that it is the
glory of our God to give. 'I do nothing
of mysclf,' said Christ; 'thc living
Father hath sent me, and I live by the
Father.' 'I seek not mine own glory,'
but the glory of him that sent me. John
8:28; 6:57; 8:50; 7:18. In these words
is set forth the greal principle which is
the law of life for the universe. All
things Christ received from God, but
He took to give. So in the heavenly

courts, in His ministry for all created
beings: through the beloved Son, the
Father's life flows out to all; through
the Son il returns, in praise and joyous
servicc, a tidc of 10vc, to thc grcat
Source of all. And thus through Christ
the eircuil of beneficence is complete,
representing the charaeler of the great
Giver, the law of life." The Desire of
Ages, 20-21

$0 God's great plan of redemption is
to bring the character back to the origi-
nal in which man was creatcd.

"Those only who through faith in
Christ obey all of God's commandments
will reach the condition of sinlessness in
which Adam lived before his transgres-
sion. They testify to their love of Christ
by obeying all His precepts." The
Sevelllh-doy Advelllisc Bible Commel/-
tory, vol. 6, 1118

Again and again the expressed, dy-
namic love of God has been presented
to the fallen race. We are told that in
every generation there have been men
and womcn who wcre obedient to God's
law and were transformed by Ihe renew-
ing of their minds, (see Romans 12:1-
2), from day 10 day unlil they reflecled
the love of God, and that love was no
longer a great mystery, bUI a living
reality as they walked among Ihe cor-
ruption of the sinful race. Jesus lived by
every word that proceeded out of the
mouth of the Lord. See Deuteronomy
8:3; Matthew 4:4. By Ihis simple
method of loving obedience He re-
vealed the grand purpose of God for all
creation. "For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begollen Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." John
3:16 will be understood when we desire
with all our hearts for Jesus' self-sacri-
ficing love 10 be expressed in our daily
lives. This love will soon make the final
demonstration 10 the world in the loud-
cry message. It will generate tireless
watchcare for souls, and then they will
sec Jesus in us.

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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Lowell Scarbrough, an author and retired
building contractor, writes from Oroville,
California.

pure and helps keep others from falling
into Satan's traps.

An insert in theAdvell/ist Review of
November 5, 1992, named a number of
Independent Ministries that were "di-
visive" and, according to its authors,
acted in a way that was destructive to
the church body. The report also said
that these ministries accused the
church of being in apostasy, and so on.
We may understand whether these ntin-
istries arc divisive, or whether in fact
we have many leaders in apostasy, by
looking into what God designed for the
three angels' messages to accomplish.
If we find that many of our denomi-
national workers are largely in contra-
diction to what God intended for the
third angel's message to accomplish,
then these Independent Ministries,
rightfully and responsibly, are contend-
ing for the faith.

It has been 149 years since 1844 and
Jesus could have poured His love into
human hearts to such an extent that the
work could have been firtished and
Jesus could have come by 1893. He
could have, but His people were not
ready. God wants to arouse His
people, but the time has dragged on
and on and every means has failed
in preparing His people for the lat-
ter rain. If this state continues, In-
spiration says, heresies will come in

to separate the chaff from the wheat. See
Testimollies, vol. 5, 707. With this clear
prediction, what else could we expect
with such a long delay?

These heresies will develop two par-
ties. One party stands fIrm for the third
angel's message; the other discards the
message. Some ntight say that it is im-
possible, and it does sound impossible, but
Inspiration proves it to be true. In Selected
Messages, book 2,114, we have a descrip-
tion of a division coming in the church that
is in opposition to the third angel's message
of righteousness by faith. It says:

"This is our message, the very mes-
sage that the three angels flying in the
ntidst of heaven are prOClaiming. The
work to be done now is that of sounding
this last message of mercy to a faIlen
world. A Ilew life is comillg from heavell
alld ta/dllgpossession ofall God'speople.
But divisions will come in the church. 1Wo
parties will be developed." All emphasis
added unless otherwise noted.

Contending for the Faith
THERE has been a long history of

God's people contending for the
faith once delivered to the saints, and the
need today in this fmal crisis is perhaps
the greatest need of all. After the fall of
our first parents, Abel was the fIrst mar-
tyr for the faith when he contended with
his brother, Cain.

Below is a partial list of vital sub-
jects that should be understood. They
were largely understood by our people in
times past, but now they are blurred.
Why are they blurred?

1. Was the atonement final and
complete on the cross?

2. Can man, by God's power, obey
the Ten Commandments?

3. Is there an investigative jUdgment?
4. Is Christ our Example?
5. Did Christ take the pre-FaIl or

post-FaIl nature at His incarnation?
6. Is justification forgiveness only?
"Contending" is a strong word, and

in this discussion, it means standing for,
and in defense of, the truth. To really
understand the issues could be essential
to our salvation.

In the Olympic Games last summer
there were hundreds of youth contend-
ing for a medal, and particularly a
"gold." They were completely dedi-
cated to their task. Contending for the
faith is infinitely more important than a
medal, because it helps keep the faith

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!ILowell Scarbrough I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Why are these vital subjects blurred when they
were clear to our people for so many years?
The answer lies in the fact that these doctrinal
errors have been gradually creeping into our
church for nearly four decades

TItis new life is the promised latter
rain. Then the passage says:

"The work will grow deeper and
become more earnest to the very close of
time. And all who are laborers together
with God will contelldmost earnestly for
the faith alice delivered to the saillts.
They will 1I0t be turned from the presem
message, which is already lightellillg the
earth with its glory. Nothing is worth
contending for but the glory of God."
The context reveals very clearly a

conflict between these two parties. TItis
passage was written in 1896. The con-
text was in giving the third angel's mes-
sage. The present message mentioned
here that was lightening the earth with
its glory identifies it to be the 1888
message of righteousness by faith. It
was, and is a "latter-rain" message. A
new life is coming from heaven which is
the "latter rain." The party that brings
division is in opposition to the "latter-
rain party." The same scenario is given
in Early Writillgs, 270--271, which it
states that some will rise up against the
straight testimony and it will cause a
shaking among God's people. It is also
in the context just preceding the latter
rain. See also Selected Messages, book
1,363. Compare with 234--235.
To summarize, Party I will represent

those proclaiming the three angels' mes-
sages of righteousness by faith. Party II
will represent those causing the division
developing as they oppose the three
angels' messages of righteousness by
faith. As we shall see, this opposition
will bring a false view of salvation to the
third angel's message. Party I is con-
tending most earnestly for the faith. TItis
matter is extremely serious in OUf
beloved church, but Party I refuses to be
turned from the message. TItis refusal
will bring about the "shaking" predicted
by God's messenger.

In Testimollies to Millisters, 91-92,
we are told that God sent a most pre-
cious message by Waggoner and Jones,
and here is a synopsis of this passage. It
presented justification through faith in
its surety. All power is given to Christ,
and He will impart His righteousness for
keeping all the commandments of God.
God commanded the message to be
given to the world. It is the third angel's
message that will be proclaimed with a
loud voice and attended by the outpour-
ing of His Spirit.

The statement that Christ imparts
His righteousness for keeping all the
commandments of God is not idle

words. It is in God's plan. "Here are they
that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus." Revelation
14:12. God commanded this message to
be given to the world, and it will be
attended by the outpouring of His Spirit.

What is described is Party I which
holds to the third angel's message. How
could division come into our church
over such a wonderful message of hope?
TItis same message that we read about in
Selected Messages, book 2, 114, Party I
was contending for, and Party II was in
opposition to. The answer is very ob-
vious from the vantage point of today.

At the beginning of this article some
vital questions were asked. The answers,
their hard-core beliefs, will be given by
Party I and Party II.

1. Was the atonement final and
complete on the cross? Party I answers,
"No. The sacrificewas complete, but Christ
is completing His work of atonement in
heaven now." Party II answers, "Yes. The
atonement was finished at the cross."

2. Can man, by God's power, obey
the law completely? Party I answers,
"Yes." Party II answers, "No. Do the
best you can, but don't worry. Christ
gives the assurance that you will receive
aperfect character when Jesus comes."

3. Is obedience required for salva-
tion? Party I answers, "Yes." Party II
answers, "No. It is impossible."

4. Was there an investigative judg-
ment begun in 1844? Party I answers,
"Yes." Party II answers, "No. All God
requires is that we 'be in Christ.' There is
no need for an investigation as God
knows every case."

5. Is Christ our Example? Party I
answers, "Yes." Party II answers with a
qualified, "Yes, partially, insofar as our
human frailties allow.n

6. Did Christ take our fallen nature to
be our Example? Party I answers, "Yes."
Party II answers, "No. He took the nature
ofthe unfallen Adam and therefore cannot
be our Example in all things."

7. Does justification by faith include
forgiveness and being born of the Spirit?
Party I answers, "Yes." Party II answers,
"No, only forgiveness."

8. Do we take Ellen White's writ-
ings as truth? Party I answers, "Yes."
Party II answers, "Partially. One must
use his own discernment in deciding
what is truth and what is error."

With the clarification of the 1888
message of justification by faith, the
answers to these questions by Party I are
the answers that our pioneers and Ellen
White believed and taught. No doubt
there are many who sincerely do not
know which party they are in. Many in
Party II have made some modifications
to the above answers which could only
make their teachings more deceptive
than the hard-core position.

The question was asked at the begin-
ning, Why are these vital subjects
blurred when they were clear to our
people for so many years? The answer
lies in the fact that these doctrinal errors
have been gradually creeping into our
church for nearly four decades. Much of
the error can be traced from the Univer-
sity of Manchester in England through
Desmond Ford, to Avondale College in
Australia, to Pacific Union College and
Andrews University, and from there to
nearly every Seventh-day Adventist col-
lege. Today, few of our young seminari-

ans escape uncontaminated. As a result,
the error was carried into our churches.

The reason that Party I's beliefs are
mentioned here is for comparison with
the beliefs of Party II. Remember, the
discussion is whether or not these "inde-
pendents" cited in the Adventist Review
have a responsibility to contend for the
faith. From the beliefs listed above many
would say that Party I believes in being
saved by obedience to the law.

Of course we are 1I0t saved by keep-
ing the law. We are saved 100 percent by
our Substitute, but we must be born of
and led by the Holy Spirit. Ifwe are, we

January 1993 Our Firm Foundatio" 5



Those who claim to have the assurance of
Jesus that they will be saved in His kingdom,
while continuing to transgress God's law, are
liars and the truth is not in them

will love God supremely and our neigh-
bors as ourselves. God's love in the heart
and obedience cannot be separated.

Jesus Himself said, "And this is life
eternal, that they might k"ow thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." John 17:3. If we want
eternal life, we must know God. And
how can we know that we know Him?

"And hereby we do know Ihal we
know him, if we keep his command-
mems. He that sairh, I know him, Qnd
keepe/II not his commandments, is a liar,
and the (rwlt is not in him." 1 John 2:3-4
The message is clear and without

equivocation: Those who claim to have
the assurance of Jesus that they will be
saved in His kingdom, while continu-
ing to transgress God's law, are liars
and the truth is not in them. So loving
obedience to the law becomes the con-
dition of ou.r salvation. Furthermore,
because God made us free moral
agents, granting us the privilege to
choose between right and wrong, and
that freedom we will always have, we
must be trustworthy to save. We could
say that being born and led by the
Spirit is the condition of salvation,
which is truc, and love is the condition
of our salvation. In the true sense they
are the same.

Now let us look at some of the goals
God designed the third angel's message
to accomplish. In Revelation 14:5 we
have a description of the 144,000
without fault or guile before God. These
are said to be the first fruits unto God
and the Lamb. There is no doubt that this
group will be developed just before the
latter rain falls.

If this conclusion is true, the follow-
ing will describe the message the
144,000 will believe and act upon. In
Testimonies, vol. 1, 190, we are told that
the third angel's message is leading a
people up higher and higher. Pages 187-
188 describe this preparation: "Those
who come up to every point, and stand
every test, and overcome, be the price
what it may, have heeded the counsel of
the True Witness, and they will receive
the laller rain, and thus be filled for
translation."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 214, tells us that

no one will ever receive the seal of God
or the laller rain while one spot or stain
is upon his or her character. We must
remedy the defects in our characters and
cleanse the soul temple of every defile-
ment; then the laller rain will fall upon
us.
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The Great Controversy, 623, says
that Satan could find no sin in Christ that
he could use to his advantage, and this
purity is the condition in which those
must be found who shall stand in the
time of trouble.

Sigm of the TImes, vol. 4, 398, says
Christ came to prove that human beings,
through the power of God can live sin-
less lives.

On page 216 Inspiration quotes
Christ: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven is per-
fect" (Mallhew 5:48) because He knows
that it is possible for US to reach perfec-
tion. Party 1 accepts the statements
above as facts. Party 11 does not believe
them. We can now begin to see what

God has planned for the remnant church
and why we are still here.

Now let us look at some of the
heresies that have come into our
church. Dr. Desmond Ford was brought
to Pacific Union College as a Bible
instructor in the late seventies. The
Pacific Union Conference president
was warned about the dangerous pOSi-
tion he held on righteousness by faith.
The president said that Ford was a
church member in good and regular
standing, and if he did not work out he
could be sent back the way he came.
Ford held the view that in no way
could one overcome sin, and that man's
salvation was completed on the cross.
The following quotation is from Dr.
Ford:

"There are two aspects of Christ's
work, that which He did for us, which
brings complete acceptance with God
for every believer, and the work He does
in us, which has nothing to do with our
acceptance by God."

Ford was given free rein to traverse
this country and hold seminars on right-
eousness by faith. But his position was
that it did not include sanctification.
There were many of our leaders and
laymen, especially in our colleges and

universities, who had already accepted
his doctrine.

When Ford gave his Forum talk at
Pacific Union College, he stated that he
had not believed in our sanctuary mes-
sage for 30 years. He knew he had a
large following before he came out in
the open. His message has appealed to
many, including many college profes-
sors. The pendulum has swung largely to
his view on righteousness by faith in our
church. Many hold a modified view in
various forms, which could be just as
dangerous to our salvation.

Dr. Ford's views have brought in
another concept on salvation. Now we
have pluralistic views, and the church is
desperately trying to bring unity to an

impossible situation. To say that obe-
dience to the law is a condition of
salvation is unacceptable in our beloved
church, yet the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy clearly teach it. The ruler
came to Christ to ask the question,
"What good thing shall I do, that I may
have eternal life?" Christ said, thou
wilt enter into life, keep the command-
ments." Mallhew 19:16-17. A lawyer
asked Jesus the same question and re-
ceived the same answer. Jesus said,
"This do and you shall live." Luke
10:25-28

In The Sevelllh-day Advelllisl Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, 972, we read, "The
gospel that is to be preached to all
nations, kindreds, tongues and peoples
presents the truth in clear lines, showing
that obedience is the condition of gain-
ing eternal life."

If this truth had been made clear to
our people through the years we could
have largely avoided the present crisis.
Evidently the truth that obedience is
required for salvation has been rejected
for many years.

There is a statement in Review and
Herald, vol. 2, 397, giving further light
on the present crisis in our church. Ellen
White is rebuking the people for the



mistreatment of Waggoner and Jones.
Then she says the third angel's message
will not be comprehended. It will be
called a false light by those who refuse
to walk in its advancing glory.

The advancing glory has reference to
God's people preparing for the latter
rain. They know what God requires and
their love for Him makes obedience to
Him a delight, knowing all the while
they must gain higher ground. On the
other hand, Party II calls ceasing from
sin a false light. Can you imagine minis-
ters standing in the pulpit, claiming to
believe the third angel's message and at
the same time denying that one can
cease from sin? They do not know that
they are calling the third angcl's mes-
sage of righteousness by faith a false
light.

Here is a statement from Testimonies
to Ministers, 409, telling what happens
when one discards the message that God
gave us. It clearly has reference to dis-
carding the 1888 message of righteous-
ness by faith.

"Let the sin of deceit and false witness
be entertained by a church that has had
great light, great evidence, and chac
church will discard che message the Lord
has sent, and receive the most umea-
sonable assenions and false suppositions
and false theories. Satan laughs at their
folly, for he knows what truth is.

"Many will stand in our pulpits with
the torch of false prophecy in their
hands, kindled from the hellish torch of
Satan. If doubts and unbelief are
cherished, rhe faichful minisrers will be
removed from the people who think chey
know so much. 'If thou hadst known,'

said Christ, 'even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto
thy peace! bur now they are hid from
thine eyes.' Luke 19:42."

Our church received great light and
evidence in 1888. It was a message to fit
God's people for the final crisis. It was
to show to the world what His love could
do in restoring man to His likeness.
Though delayed, it will yet be done and
perhaps much sooner than we realize.

But let US go back to the statement
about disearding the message the Lord
had sent and its results. The aftermath
was to be unreasonable assertions and
false suppositions, with many standing
in our pulpits and preaching them. The
faithful ministers would be removed
from those who think they know so
much.

There are quite a number of faithful
ministers who have seen our message
compromised in many areas and have
decided to contend for the faith. They
have been barred from speaking in our
churches for several years.

Ellen White then quotes Luke 19:42.
In this passage Jesus wept over Jeru-
salem. The Jews could have been saved
from the destruction of Jerusalem, but
they had rejected Christ. Is it not true
that to reject God's last message is to
reject Christ?
The new gospel in our church has

been a springboard to bring in many
changes that have brought in a more
worldly environment for ow families.
Ministers are desperately needed, inde-
pendent or denominationally employed,
to contend for the most glorious mes-
sage ever given to mankind.

Is the minister, who faithfully stays
with the message and contends for the
truth divisive, or is it the ones who
changed the message? Contending for
our faith is a scriptural responsibility.
Jude 3 reads, "Beloved, when I gave all
diligence to write unto you of the com-
mon salvation, it was needful for me to
write unto you, and exhon you that ye
should earnescly cOlllend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the
saints."

Philippians 1:27: "Stand fast in one
Spirit, with one mind striving together
for the faith of the gospel."

Philippians 1:17: "Knowing that 1
am set for the defence of the gospel."

Tire Seventh-day Advelllisl Bible
Commelllary, vol. 7, 952: "In these dIlys
of every one who is established
in the truth will have to contend for the
faith once delivered to the saints. Every
variety of error will be brought out in the
mysterious working of Satan, which
would, if it were possible, deceive the
very elect, and turn them from truth."

This statement aptly describes the
present situation developing rapidly in
our church. If our church leaders would
come in line with Scripture and the
Spirit of Prophecy, the "Independent
Ministries" and thosc who suppon them
would be delighted to give their support
to the conference. Then unity would be
obtainable and a joyful event.

I say to Party II, I have no billemess
against you. Your position does not
exclude you being my friend. I only
appeal to you to restudy Party I's posi-
tion. You may be grateful you took
another look. 0

There is no better time to be sharing the historical truths of Adventism with
your church, family, and friends. Here are three ways you can encourage others to read
Our Firm Foundation:

A trial subscriptiop' Send us the names and addresses, and we will send three samples ofOur Firm Foundllcion
<at no cost to you), each accompanied by a leller encouraging the recipient to study the magazine and subscribe.

A six-mopth gift subscriptiop' 1-9: $7.50 ea.; 10-19: $5.50 ea.; 20 or more: 3.75 ea.

A ope-year gift subscriptiop· 1-9: $14.50 ea.; 10-19: $10.75 ea.; 20 or more: 7.25 ea.

That's a savings of 25% for 10-19 subscriptions and 50% for 20 or more. These prices
apply only to addresses in the United States. Please inquire regarding subscriptions to
other countries. MG·FF02C
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My LastWill and Testament on
the Subject ofEducation

Walter E. Straw
8 Our Firm Fou1Idation January 1993

A while ago some of the brethren
visited my home in Little Creek

and expressed themselves as greatly
pleased with what they saw in the pro-
gram of the place. This led to a discus-
sion of our educational program and to
the telling of some of my experiences in
it. At the close of the interview they
stated that they wished our discussion
could have been recorded, and asked
that I state my views of education and
relate some of my experiences and send
to them. I shall endeavor to do the best I
can in complying with their request.
The dictionary says education is the

systematic development and cultivation
of the natural powers by inculcation.
Herbert Spencer said, "Education is the
preparation for complete living." And
Dr. John Dewey, the great philosopher
and educator of Columbia University
said, UNo definition of education was
ever given ... that does not rest upon the
assumption that what is acquired in the
school is to operate and produce fruit
outside the school."

From these three angles, I wish to
discuss this problem. If education is the
preparation for complete living, it is
clear that to live right one must have a
worthy goal toward which to strive and a
method by which that goal may be
reached. And if education is the develop-
ment of the natural powers to enable one
to reach life's goal, two assumptions
must be apparent: One is that those who
have reached the state of adulthood have
some experiences and information that
would be of value to those who are now
in the stages of development. Two is that
those who are mature and have
completed their education and now
make out the curriculum for the younger
and immature, know what life is all
about and can direct the younger in
reaching life's goal.

However, unfortunately the majority
of those in the higher strata of education
who make out the program for those of
the younger years have a one-sided view
of life. They are very familiar with book
learning, but have little knowledge or
experience in vocations and the practical
fields of endeavor, the fields in which

TlIis article, the first ill a Jour-part series, was
writtell mOllY years ago byWaller E. Stra»: now
deceased. He was 'he head Of the 17lC%gy
Department at Emmanuel Missionary College
alld taughtBible for 14years. He also served tIre
Church as a UlIiOIl Educational Secre/my and
as a missionary ill A/hco.



We refuse the Lord's counsel and follow the
way of our own choosing, and try to solve our
problems by following the world and doing as
they do. As a result, we are getting farther and
farther from the program set before us by God

the majority of the young will some day
earn their livelihood. Further, the major-
ity of those who outline the program for
the young are modernists and have ac-
cepted the evolutionary theory of
development, so contrary to the teaching
of the Scriptures, the only book that
claims to tell us how we got here and
where we are going when the things of
this life are over. If one does not know
where he came from nor where he is
going, it is apparent that he does not
know why he is here nor what he ought
to do in the meantime. So how can such
people outline a curriculum for the
young to follow to meet life's goal,
when they do not know what that goal
is? All this seems to show how incon-
sistent it is for those who believe the
Bible and what it teaches about life and
its ideals to follow a program outlined
by those who do not know what the goal
oflife really is.

I give below a program by one in
whom we profess to believe, and who
claims to know the way. Mrs. E. G.
White says, "True education means
more than the pursual of a certain course
of study. It means more than a prepara-
tion for the life that now is. It has to do
with the whole being, and with the
whole period of existence possible to
man. lt is the harmonious development
of the physieal, the mental, and the
spiritual powers.»Education, 13

This infonnation comes from onewho
claims to know the goal of life and the
way to reach it because she got her
information from God, the Source of all
wisdom and knowledge. It emphasizes
the physieal and spiritual as well as the
mental. lt takes into consideralion the
whole man with every phase of his
development. The public schools can do
very little by way of voeations and practi-
cal experience for lack of vision and
inclination, and they can do almost noth-
ing in the spiritual beeause of the confu-
sion among the people in their religion
and life. However, the years of edu-
cational endeavor are the adolescent years
of teen-agers when ideals and goals are
established in the minds of the young.
What a pity that during those formative
years there is no religious instruction to
give a basis for forming the right ideals of
life, and still more pitiful that in many
instances the young have to read books
that contradict the Bible, and, in some
instances, sit under teachers who ridicule
its teaching! And it is still more foolish
and absurd for those who claim to believe

the third angel's message to send their
children to be informed and directed by
such teachers and guided by their cur-
rieulum and ideas.

One of the distressing facts of our
time is the lack of ideals and proper
conduct of the present teen-agers. It is
discussed and deplored by citizens and
officials in all parts of the land. But it is
the result of our present godless program
for the young, and it reveals the fact that
no preparation can be made by the aver-
age person for proper conduct in this life
without a view and goal of something
beyond this life. This life cannot be
explained from its own standpoint.
Something more and beyond it is needed
in order to explain the life that now is.
That explanation is found in the teaching
of the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.

But the instruction goes farther than
what we have thus far discussed. It says,
"Daily, systematic labor should consti-
tute a part of the education of youth,
even at this late period." Fundamentals
of Christiall 44. Few have
realized what that means. Several
schools have provided work as a means
of helping the youth to defray expenses
while attending school. But they did not
consider it a part of the education
needed. It was only a means to an end,
and the end was book learning. How-
ever, when we take time to analyze the
problems, we realize that in most in-

stances it is work that has more to do
with preparing for life's problems than
much that is learned in books. Then why
should not more thought be given to this
in the futwe, and more vocational train-
ing and systematic work be incorporated
into the curriculum?

The same author states further,
"Under the guidance of experienced
workmen ... the students themselves
should erect buildings on the school
grounds and make needed improve-
ments. . .. Culture on all these points
will make our youth useful in carrying

the truth to foreign countries.... Study
in agricultural lines should be the A, B,
and C of the education given in our
schools. This is the very first work that
should be entered upon." Testimonies,
vol. 6, 176, 179

Those words sound strange indeed to
ow ears. They are so different from what
we have been taught and from what we
see. lt seems to us strange, and perhaps
absurd. How can credit in subjects like
that be used in going on to higher
schools of learning? And what benefit is
such study to a doctor in his practice?
And how docs it prepare one to preach
the gospel and give the message in the
great distant lands of earth? So lhe
many, many questions arise from those
who look at things as the world does,
and try to solve their problems the same
way. These are, and will be, our ques-
tions as long as we follow the world in
our program and in our thinking.

These things to us look just as
strange as things did to Israel when
Moses, in leading them out of Egypt,
started straight for the Red Sea. That
certainly looked foolish and absurd from
any human standpoint. Yet that was the
way God led them, and the way He had
of demonstrating His power and glory
before the world. When Israel followed
the Lord's instruction His glory was
manifest. But we cannot see the sense in
following the instruction of the Lord

now, and we refuse His counsel and
follow the way of our own choosing, and
try to solve our problems by following
the world and doing as they do. As a
result, we are getting farther and farther
from the program set before us by God.

It is reasoned that if we are going to
train our youth for medical work that we
shall have to prepare the youth to pass
the tests set for them by the world. That
is the way Israel reasoned when Moses
started with them into the desert where
there was neither food nor water. All
these arguments sound reasonable and
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Do we run our schools to follow good
educational practice, or to fit students for what
they are to do in life?

plausible from a human standpoint. And
that is all the standpoint many people
have, because they 3rc human, and see
things the way they occur and as they
wcre taught. But evidently God had
something more than human in mind for
Israel; and we are told that the same
experience will come to God's people
before the end. Who knows but that God
is ready to begin now? At least that may
be possible.

I heard the argument of our need to
meet the world's standard over and over
again when schools were trying for ac-
creditation. And I was in a position to
know, for I was a member of two differ-
ent faculties when they were trying for
it. For a time, I thought perhaps that was
a good thing. We were told that we could
carry out our special program when
accredited just as well as if we wefe not.
I taught in one of those schools before it
was accredited, and I taught in it for
years after. When I went there in the
early days the buildings were con-
structed by teachers and students, and
games were seldom mentioned. A few
games might be played at picnics or on
special occasions.

However, when I left there the build-
ings were being erected by non-Advent-
ists who were paid $20.00 a day while the
students were playing baseball with four-
teen organized tearns on the campus. In
those days I had students come to me and
ask why they had to read certain rot
required in some classes. I would tell
lhem to ask the lcacher. Invariably, they
would return with the reply that it was
required because we were accredited. The
school compromised first on one point
and then on another until they were fol-
lowing the world almost entirely except
for a few Bible classes. One day I was
reproving a student for cheating in his
work, when another student broke in and
told me I was out of my place because all
the students cheat, as that was the only
way they could get through their work.

Although this is bad, it is not the
worst part of the program. The system of
education we have was not prepared for
the purpose of filting the average person
for the place he is to fill in life. It is
partly a carry-over from earlier times
when those who received it were of the
elite and were not supposed to work for
a living; and partly an eliminating
process to keep the masses from glutting
the higher professions and fields of
learning. To do this, a program is pro-
vided in which the average person is not
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interested, and for which he is not
adapted. The program is largely imprac-
tical with many technical subjects for
which the average person sees no need.
This program is arranged for the few, not
for the masses. And it seems that this end
is reached by providing a grading sys-
tem which was followed by the college
in which I taught.
The system required that in grading

students there should be 7 percent A's,
24 percent B's, 38 percent C's, and 24
percent D's, and 7 percent F's. In that
same school it was required that each
student must have a C average in all his
classes and a B-C average in his major
field to graduate. That meant 0 and F
grades were of no value to them. That

meant that 32 percent of their credits
were useless to the students, and that 31
percent of the students were to be elimi-
nated as incompctent and misfits, in
order for the program to be carried out.
Further, that plan of grading was sup-
posed to be followed throughout the
entire four years the student was in
college. Many an honest, devoted young
person have I seen greatly depressed and
discouraged because he or she was
able to follow that unnatural, and I might
say, inhuman program.

I kept the figures of those who entered
a certain college and who dropped out
before the second school year. I wanted to
see if the results were actually what it
seemed to me they must be under that
system. I found that over a period of years,
more than 35 percent of the freshmen
never went on for the sccond year's work
in school. Those who dropped out were
not necessarily dumb. They were those
who wanted to study something they
could see would be of benefit to them in
life, something they could put to practical
use. Some of this group are the great men
of the earth. Thomas A. Edison, the great
scientist and inventor, made no progress
in formal education in school. Winston
Churchill, one ofthe grcatest statesmen of

Great Britain, and possibly of the world,
failed three times in the educational pro-
gram of the BritiSh Empire. And when he
was granted an honorary degree from the
Missouri University I heard him say that
the only reason he could see that that
degree was conferred upon him was that
he had failed in so many examinations.

At the time I was teaching in Em-
manuel Missionary COllege, one sum-
mcr when I was sent out into the field to
drum up students for the school, I asked
the pastor of one of the districts how
many evangelistic efforts he had held
that year. He answered, "Efforts? I have
not held an effort in fOUf years. How can
I do that with all the work I have in the
churches to get them to reach their

goalS?" I asked why he did not leave that
with the church elders to do, and he go
on with the work he was ordained to do.
He said that that would not work, be-
cause the elders were not qualified to do
it. I replied, "Suppose twenty-five years
ago the college had provided majors in
agriculture and minors in theology, and
majors in auto mechanics or other voca-
tions and minors in theology, and majors
for the girls in Bible and minors in home
economics, or home nursing, and these
people now lived in your district, and
were now leaders in your churches.
Would that help any?" He replied, "That
would relieve the situation wonder-
fully." I said, "Perhaps that is where the
college has fallen down in its work, by
following the program of the world,
instead of preparing the youth for what
they will do in life and to meet the needs
of the denomination."

At the college I tried to get the authori-
ties to allow theology students to minor in
agriculture or some vocation so that if
they were not taken on by the conference,
they could make a living and yet preach
the gospel for which they were striving.
But it was not allowed, because it was not
in harmony with the best educational
practice. Some educators seem more con-



cerned about good educational practice
than with fitting students for what they are
to do in life aHer they get out of school.
Do we run our schools to follow good
educational practice, or to fit students for
what they are to do in life? How can we
expect a worldly program to fit our youlh
for our special work of giving this mes-
sage to the world? The ordinary person is
interested in school if he can see some
benefit from what he is studying to what
he will do in life. That brings special
enthusiasm. I could never see why the
whole school program should not head in
that direction.

I could not harmonize the program in
our schools with the statements in
sels to Parents, Teachers, and Students,
192, 229, which say: "The dull pupil
needs much more encouragement than he
receives." "He [the teacher] should sec in
every pupil the handiwork of God-a
candidate for immortal honors. He should
seck so to educate, train, and discipline
the youth that each may reach the high
standard of excellence to which God calls
him." I was unable to harmonize those

statements with the program followed in
eliminating students. I could nol see how
I couId eliminate 31 percent in the fust
year of college and, at the same time, see
in every' student a candidate for immortal
honors. Also, I could not harmonize that
program with the statement in Fwuiame/l-
rals ofChristian Education, 41, that says:
"If the youth can have but a one-sided
education, which is of the greater con-
sequence, a knowledge of the sciences,
with all the disadvantages to health and
life, or a knowledge of labor for practical
life? We unhesitatingly answer, The latter.
Ifone must be neglected, let it be the study
of books."

I was troubled about the stalement in
The Ministry of Healing, 449-450,
which says: "It is not well to crowd the
mind with studies that require intense
application, but that are not brought into
use in practical life. Such education will
be a loss to the student. For these studies
lessen his desire and inclination for the
studies that would fit him for usefuLness
and enable him to fulfill his responsibili-
ties." It says those subjects are a loss

because they lessen the desire and incli-
nation for the things that are useful and
would enable one to bear responsibili-
ties. I eould nol sec how the program we
had could be harmonized with this coun-
sel, so I withdrew from that institution.

I do not wish to convey the impres-
sion that I think no good is being accom-
plished by our schools, or thaI I think the
Lord has forsaken the denomination.
But I do know that I could not har-
monize the program of the school with
the instruction we had received. I
believe the Lord is still working with lhe
denomination and is anxious for the
educational program to line up wilh His
counsel. The Lord worked for Israel
after they called for a king contrary to
His will. He still worked for them when
they went into captivity, and after. So
why should He not work with this
people even if they do not fully conform
to His program? We are told that our
schools are still prisoners of hope. 0

To be continued
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Jehovah Is Our King
GOD has revealed many things to

me which He has bidden me give
to His people by pen and voice. Through
this message of the Holy Spirit, God's
people are given sacred instruction con-
cerning their duty to God and to their
fellow men.

A strange thing has come into our
churches. Men who are placed in posi-
tions of responsibility that they may be
wise helpers to their fellow workers
have come to suppose that they were set
as kings and rulers in the churches, to
say to one brother, Do this; to another,
Do that; and to another, Be sure to labor
in such and such a way. There have been
places where the workers have been told

that if they did not follow the instruction
of these men of responsibility, their pay
from the conference would be withheld.

It is right for the workers to counsel
together as brethren; but that man who
endeavors to lead his fellow workers to
seek his individual counsel and advice
regarding the details of their work, and
to learn their duty from him, is in a
dangerous position and needs to learn
what responsibilities are really compre-
hended in his office. God has appointed
no man to be conscience for his fellow
man. It is not wise to lay so much
responsibility upon an officer that he
wilI feel that he is forced to become a
dictator.

A Constant Peril

For years there has been a growing
tendency for men placed in positions of
responsibility to lord it over God's heri-
tage, thus removing from church mem-
bers their keen sense of the need of
divine instruction and an appreciation of
the privilege to counsel with God re-
garding their duty. This order of things
must be changed. There must be a re-
form. Men who have not a rich measure
of that wisdom which cometh from
above should not be called to serve in
positions where their influence means so
much to church members.

In my earlier experiences in the mes-
sage, I was called to meet this evil. During
my labors in Europe and Australia, and
more recenUy at the San Jose camp meet-
ing in 1905, I had to bear my testimony of
warning against it, because souls were
being led to look to man for wisdom,
instead of looking to God, who is our
wisdom, OUf sanctification, and our right-
eousness. And now the same message has
again been given mc, more definite and
decisive, because there has been adeeper
offense to the Spirit ofGod.

An Exalted Privilege

God is the Teacher of His people.
All who humble their hearts before Him
will be taught of God. "If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him."
James 1:5. The Lord wants every
church member to pray earnesUy for
wisdom, that he may know what the
Lord would have him do. It is the
privilege of every believer to obtain an
individual experience, learning to carry
his cares and perplexities to God. It is
written, "Draw nigh to God, and He will
draw nigh to you." James 4:8

Through His servant Isaiah, God is
calling His church to appreciate her
exalted privilege in having the wisdom
of the Infinite at her command: "0 Zion,
that bringest good tidings, get thee up
into the high mountain; 0 Jerusalem,
that bringest good tidings, lift up thy
voice with strength; lift it up, be not
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God
will come with strong hand, and his arm
shall rule for him: behold, his reward is
with him, and his work before him. He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd: He
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and
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To conference presidents, and men in
responsible places, I bear this message: Break
the bands and fetters that have been placed
upon God's people

carry them in his bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young.

"Who hath measured the waters in
the hollow of his hand, and meted out
heaven with the span, and compre-
hended the dust of the earth in a
mCMurc, and weighed the mountains in
scales, and the hills in a balance? Who
hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or
being his counselor hath laught him?
With whom took he counsel, and who
instructed him, and taught him in the
path of judgment, and taught him knowl-
edge, and showed to him the way of
understanding? Behold, the nations are
as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as
the small dust of the balance: behold, he
taketh up the isles as a very lillie thing.
And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a
burnt offering. All nations before him
are as nothing; and they are counted to
him less than nothing, and vanity."
Isaiah 40:9-17
"Hast thou not known? hast thou not

heard, that the everlasting God, the
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?
there is no searching of his under-
standing. He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might he
incrcaseth strength. Even the youths
shall faint and be weary, and the young
men shall ullerly fall: but they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;
and they shall walk, and not faint."
Isaiah 40:2&-31

In the forty-first to the forty-fifth
chapters of Isaiah, God very fully re-
veals His purpose for His people, and
these chapters should be prayerfully
studied. God does not here instruct His
people to turn away from His wisdom
and look to finite man for wisdom.
"Remember these, 0 Jacob and Israel,"
He declares, "for thou art my servant; ...
o Israel, thou shalt not be forgollen of
me. I have blolled out, as a thick cloud,
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy
sins: return unto me; for I have re-
deemed thee. Sing, 0 ye heavens; for the
Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts
of the earth: break forth into singing, ye
mountains, 0 forest, and every tree
therein: for the Lord hath redeemed
Jacob, and glorified himself in Israe!."
Isaiah 44:21-23

"Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let
them take counsel together: who hath
declared this from ancient time? who hath

told it from that time? have not I the Lord?
and there is no God else beside me....
Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there
is none else. I have sworn by myself, the
word is gone out of my mouth in right-
eousness, and shall not return, That unto
me every knee shall bow, every tongue
shall swear. Surely, shall one say, in the
Lord have I righteousness and strength:
even to him shall men come; and all that
are incensed against him shall be
ashamed. In the Lord shall all the seed of
Israel be justified, and shall glory." Isaiah
45:21-25

Every Yoke to Be Broken

I write thus fully, because I have
been shown that ministers and people
aTC tempted more and morc to trust in
finite man for wisdom, and to make
nesh their arm. To conference presi-
dents, and men in responsible places, I
bcar this message: Break the bands and
fellers that have been placed upon God's
people. To you the word is spOken,
"Break every yoke." Isaiah 58:6. Unless
you cease the work of making man
amenable to man, unless you become
humble in heart, and yourselves learn
the way of the Lord as little children, the
Lord will divorce you from His work.
We are to treat one another as brethren,
as fellow laborers, as men and women

who are, with us, seeking for light and
understanding of the way of the Lord,
and who are jealous for His glory.

God declares, "I will be glorified in
my people;" but the self-confident man-
agement of men has resulted in putting
God aside, and accepting the devisings
of men. If you allow this to continue,
your faith will soon become extinct. God
is in every place, beholding the conduct
of the people who profess to represent
the principles of His Word. He asks that
a change be made. He wants His people
to be molded and fashioned, not afler

man's ideas, but afler the similitude of
God. I entreat of you to search the
Scriptures as you have never yet
searched them that you may know the
way and will ofGod. Oh, that every soul
might be impressed with this message,
and put away the wrong!

Paul's Experience

We would do well to study carefully
the first and second chapters of 1 Cor-
inthians. "We preach Christ crucified,"
the apostle deelared, "unto the Jews a
sturnblingblock, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; but unto them which are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God, and the wisdom of God.
Because the foolishness of God is wiser
than men; and the weakness of God is
stronger than men. For ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called: but
God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things orthe world
to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world,
and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to
bring to nought things that are: that no
nesh should glory in his presence. But of
him are ye in ChriSI Jesus, who ofGod is
made unto us wisdom, and righteous-

ness, and sanctification, and redemption:
that, according as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."
1 Corinthians 1:23-31. The human
being who undertakes to become wis-
dom for another will find himself com-
ing short.

"I was with you," Paul continues, "in
weakness. and in fear, and in much
trembling. And my speech and my
preaching was not with enticing words
of man's wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power: that your faith
should not stand in the wisdom of men,
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but in the power of God. Howbeit we
speak wisdom among them that are per-
fect: yet not the wisdom of this world,
nor of the princes of this world, that
come to nought: but we speak the wis-
dom of God in a mystery, even the
hidden wisdom, which God ordained
before the world unto our glory: which
none of the princes of this world knew:
for had they known it, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory."
1 Corinthians 2:3-8

Taught by the Spirit

In the next words the apostle brings
to view the true source of wisdom for the
believer: "God hath revealed them unto
uS by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit ofGod.... Which
things also we speak, not in the words
which man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghostteacheth; compar-
ing spiritual things with spiritual."
1 Corinthians 2:10-11, 13
These words mean very much to the

soul that is trying to run the race set
before him in the gospel. "The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned. But he
that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he
himself is judged of no man. For who
hath known the mind of the Lord, that he

may instruct him? But we have the mind
of Chris!." Verses 14-16

Read also the third chapter of this
book, and study and pray over these
words. As a people our faith and practice
need to be energized by the Holy Spirit.
No ruling power that would compel man
to obey the dictates of the finite mind
should be exerciSed. "Cease ye from
man, whose breath is in his nostrils,"
(Isaiah 2:22) the Lord commands. By
turning the minds of men to lean on
human wisdom, we place a veil between
God and man, so that there is not a
seeing of Him who is invisible.

In our individual experience we are
to be taught of God. When we seek Him
with a sincere heart, we wilJ confess to
Him our defects of character; and He has
promised to receive all who come to
Him in humble dependence. The one
who yields to the claims of God will
have the abiding presence of Christ, and
this companionship will be to him a very
precious thing. Taking hold of divine
wisdom, he will escape the corruptions
that are in the world through Ius!. Day by
day he will learn more fully how to carry
his infirmities to the One who has prom-
ised to be a very present help in every
time of need.

This message is spoken to our
churches in every place. In the false
experience that has been coming in, a
decided influence is at work to exalt
human agencies, and to lead some to
depend on human judgment, and to fol-
low the control of human minds. This
influence is diverting the mind from

God. God forbid that any such ex-
perience should deepen and grow in our
ranks as Seventh-day Adventists. Our
petitions arc to reach higher than erring
man-to God. God does not confine
Himself to one place or person. He looks
down from heaven upon the children of
men; He sees their perplexities, and is
acquainted with the circumstances of
every experience of life. He understands
His own work upon the human heart,
and needs not that any man should direct
the workings of His Spirit.

"This is the confidence that we have
in him, that, if we ask any thing accord-
ing to his will, he heareth us: and if we
know that he hear us, whatsoever we
ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of him." 1 John 5:14-15.
God has appointed the angels that do His
will to respond to the prayers of the
meek of the earth, and to guide His
ministers with counsel and judgment.
Heavenly agencies are constantly seek-
ing to impart grace and strength and
counsel to God's faithful children, that
they may act their part in the work of
communicating light to the world. The
wonderful sacrifice of Christ has made it
possible for every man to do a special
work. When the worker receives wis-
dom from the only true source, he will
become a pure channel of light and
blessing; for he will receive his capabil-
ity for service in rich currents of grace
and light from the throne of God. 0

Testimonies to Ministers, 477--484

, ,
, -Plea<;e add 15% for postage and handling.

Washington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

the Lord wants US as and as a
church to relate to the self-supportingwork.

This is actually the first time this
Spirit of Prophecy collection has been
typeset in an unabridged, easy-to-read
edition. Previous editions have been
photocopies of typewritten manuscripts.
This convenient-sized volume (5J x 8J) is
now available from Hope International
in two bindings:
Hardback: $15
High-quality paperback: $10

THIS book is a union of the private
collections of five men who were

prominent leaders and pioneers in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and who
received numerous personal and general
testimonies from the Lord through Ellen
G. White regarding many areas of labor.

In this 500-page volume, you will en-
counter a wealth of the Lord's counsels on
a broad range of suhjects. Stirring, straight
messages are presented regarding educa-
tion, finance, church government, the
home, health, prophecy, and other topics.
These messagcs contain what is probably
the largest collection ofguidance as to how

..-k:::::::===:--------.....--__-===::::::;;:;z-.
Spalding andMagan
Unpublished Testimonies
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AWheel Within aWheel
H E was different from his brothers.

Unlike them he wanted to do what
was right. He loved his brothers, and
even though they were older than he, he
sought to influence them to be obedient
to the God of their father-the God of
heaven. Their father favored him over
the others, for he was one of only two
sons of his favorite wife. Consequently
his brothers were very jealous of him.

In addition, he had told his brothers
of a dream he had had in which they
bowed down to him, and that was more
than they could handle. This younger
brother must be put out of the way.
Influenced by the wrong spirit, which
was allowed to come in through jealousy

and a lack of submission to God in their
lives, Joseph's older brothers sold him to
slave traders to be taken to Egypt.

But God had a plan for Joseph, and in
spite of Satan's devices, God would pre-
vail. In speaking of joseph's being sold
into slavery, Ellen White staled: "But, in
the providence of God, even this ex-
perience was to be a blessing to him. He
had learned in a few hours that which
years might not otherwise have taught
him. His father, strong and tender as his
love had been, had done him wrong by his
partialily and indulgence. This unwise
preference had angered his brothers and
provoked them to the cruel deed that had
separated him fTom his home. Its effects

I Clark Floyd I

were manifest also in his own character.
Faults had been encouraged that were
now to be corrected. He was becoming
self-sufficient and exacting.... He then
and there gave himself fully to the Lord,
and he prayed that the Kceper of Israel
would bewith him in the land of his exile.
. .. One day's experience had been the
turning point in Joseph's life. Its terrible
calamity had transformed him from a
petted child to a man, thoughtful,
courageous, and self-possessed." Patri-
archs andProphets, 213-214

But this tragedy was only the begin-
ning of his training in the school of
affliction. Satan had other plans to bring
about his downfall. He became a slave in
the house of Potiphar. Because of dil-
igence in his working habits, his
honesty, and the closeness he had to his
God, and blessings that seemed to come
from that closeness, Joseph was soon put
in charge of Potiphar's estate. Joseph,
however, was then tempted by Poti-
phar's wife while "with inexpressible
anxiely angels looked upon the scene."
Ibid., 217

"Joseph's answer reveals the power
of religious principle. He would not
betray the confidence of his master on
earth, and, whatever the consequences,
he would be true to his Master in
heaven." Ibid.

Jail was his reward. But in spite of
Satan's harassment, God's purposes will
be enacted if we will totally trust our
lives to Him. Joseph's "years of faithful
service had been most cruelly repaid, yet
this did not render him morose or dis-
trustful. He had the peace that comes
from conscious innocence, and he
trusted his case with God. He did not
brood upon his own wrongs, but forgot
his sorrow in trying to lighten the sor-
rows of others. He found a work to do
even in the prison. God was preparing
him in the school of affliction for greater
usefulness, and he did not refuse the
needful discipline. In the prison, wit-
nessing the results of oppression and
tyranny and the effects of crime, he
learned lessons of justice, sympathy, and
mercy, that prepared him to exercise
power with wisdom and compassion."
Ibid., 218

Joseph, as we know, eventually be-
came prime minister of Egypt, second
only to Pharaoh; he was able to set up
the circumstances for the salvation of his
family from famine, as well as to pro-
vide a witness for the God of heaven in a
pagan country. The dream God gave him
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As the wheellike complications were under the
guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the
cherubim, so the complicated play of human
events is under divine control

of his brothers bowing before him was
brought about through the initiation of
his brothers, and even they realized
character growth through all the chain of
circumstances. Satan's plans were over-
ruled by the providence of God. Charac-
ter growth for the whole family was the
end result.
"There are few who realize the in-

fluence of the little things of life upon
the development of character. Nothing
with which we have to do is really
small. The varied circumstances that
we meet day by day are designed to
test our faithfulness and to qualify us
for greater trusts. By adherence to prin-
Ciple in the transactions of ordinary
life, the mind becomes accustomed to
hold the claims of duty above those of
pleasure and inclination. Minds thus
disciplined are not wavering between
right and wrong, like the reed trem-
bling in the wind; they are loyal to duty
because they have trained themselves
to habits of fidelity and truth. By faith-
fulness in that which is least they ac-
quire strength to be faithful in greater
matters. ...
"The formation of a noble character

is the work of a lifetime and must be the
result of diligent and persevering effort.
God gives opportunities; success de-
pends upon the usc made of them." Ibid.,
222-223

And through it all, God lriumphed,
because God is in control. The course of
Joseph's brothelS "was overruled by God
to bring about the very event that they
designed to hinder. So the Jewish priests
and elders were jealous of Christ, fearing
that He would attract the attention of the
people from them. They put Him to death,
to prevent Him from becoming king, but
they were thus bringing about this very
result." Ibid., 239

In Ezekiel, chapter one, God's total
control is symbolized in the vision of the
wheels, "and they four had one likeness:
and their appearance and their work was
as it were a wheel in the middle of a
wheel," (verse 16) perhaps appearing to
the human eye to be in a state of confu-
sion.

Ellen White refers to this symbolic
vision. Ezekiel "was a stranger in a land
where ambition and cruelty reigned Su-
preme. As on every hand he beheld
tyranny and wrong, his soul was dis-
tressed, and he mourned day and night.
But the symbols presented to him re-
vealed a power above that of earthly
rulers....
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"The wheels were so complicated in
arrangement that at first sight they ap-
peared to be in confusion; but they
moved in perfect harmony. Heavenly
beings, sustained and guided by the hand
beneath the wings of the cherubim, were
impelling these wheels; above them,
upon the sapphire throne, was the Eter-
nal One; and round about the throne a
rainbow, the emblem of divine mercy.

"As the wheellike complications
were under the guidance of the hand
beneath the wings of the cherubim, so
the complicated play of human events is
under divine control. Amidst the strife
and tumult of nations, He that sitteth
above the cherubim still guides the af-
fairs of the earth." Education, 177-178
"In Ezekiel's vision, God had His

hand beneath the wings of the cherubim.
l1tis is to teach His servants that it is
divine power that gives them success.
He will work with them if they will put
away iniquity, and become pure in heart
and life. The heavenly messengers seen
by Ezekiel, like a bright light going
among the living creatures with the
swiftness of lightning, represent the
speed with which this work will finally
go forward to completion. He who slum-
bers not, who is continually at work for
the accomplishment of His designs, can
carry forward His great work har-
moniously. That which appears to finite
minds entangled and complicated, the
wrd's hand can keep in perfect order.

He can devise ways and means to thwart
the purposes of wicked councilors, and
those who plot out mischief.
"Those who are called to responsible

positions in the work of God often feel
that they are carrying heavy burdens,
when they may have the satisfaction of
knowing that Jesus carries them alI. We
permit ourselves to feel altogether too
much care, trouble, and perplexity in the
Lord's work. We need to trust Him,
believe in Him, and go forward. The
tireless vigilance of the heavenly mes-

sengers, their unceasing employment in
their ministry in connection with the
beings of earth, show us how God's
hand is guiding the wheel within a
wheel. The divine Instructor is saying to
every actor in His work, as He said to
Cyrus of Old, 'I girded thee, though thou
hast not known me.' Isaiah 45:5." The
Scvemh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 4, 1161

God is truly in control. Often cir-
cumstances that we sec happening bring
discouragement and sometimes loss of
faith. But if we study the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy, we will find that
those things that our eyes or senses often
behold and which seem to indicate
victory for the wicked, arc only tem-
porary smoke screens for Satan. The true
victory belongs already to Jesus. The
only question now is, How many will
have the opportunity of that victory in
their lives snatched from them through
the skillful delusions of Satan's agents?

In Psalm 73 Asaph almost had the
victory taken from him. In verse 2, he
states, "But as for mc, my feet wefe
almost gone; my steps had well nigh
slipped." Why? Because as he looked at
the world, it seemed that only the
wicked prospered. They did not seem to
have the trouble other men have. Even in
their pride, they apparently prospered.
They could speak wickedly and act cor-
ruptly. They could even blaspheme God.
Yet they would increase in riches.

But through God's providence,
Asaph "went into the sanctuary ofGod,"
verse 17. Then he had a better under-
standing of the end of the wicked. It was
actually their feet that were on slippery
ground, because God is in control, and
His way is demonstrated in the sanctu-
ary.

Prophets and Kings, page 720,
states, "That which God purposes, man
is powerless to disannul. Even amid the
working of evil, God's purposes have
been moving steadily forward to their

.\



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

accomplishment. It was thus with the
house of Israel throughout the history of
the divided monarchy; it is thus with
spiritual Israel today."

Brothers and sisters, do you have
heartaches, troubles, persecutions or
fears? Docs Satan seem to be constantly
at your doorstep? Have courage. Do not
let your relationship with Jesus slide.
God is in control. "And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose." Ro-
mans 8:28

Ellen White, in commenting on this
verse, says, "The Father's presence en-
circled Christ, and nothing befell Him
but that which infinite love permitted for
the blessing of the world. Here was His
source of comfort, and it is for us. He
who is imbued with the spirit of Christ
abides in Christ. Whatever comes to him
comes from the Saviour, who surrounds
him with His presence. Nothing can
touch him except by the Lord's permis-

God bless you. We appreciate the
work which you are doing, especially the
last Our Firm Foundatioll on church or-
ganization. The Lord plans on carrying on
to the end, and Hc is organizing the work
at all times. He is the Author and Finisher
of evcrything. I am grateful for the unity
that is forming on the platform of truth.
SS, Montana

I was not surprised to see things take
place as they have in regard to "Issues."
It has been working up 10 this al a fast
rate of speed. I could only hope and pray
it would never have taken place; and
now that it has come to the point of
all-out confrontation, only God can turn
things around. But let us not give up. We
can "trust and obey, for there's no other
way." Let us pray God to send His Spiril
to those who oppose and all who will
turn to Him in humbleness.
-CG, Missouri

You are doing a good work. Please
don't be discouraged by Ihe criticism
you are receiving.
-CK, North Carolina

sion. All our sufferings and sorrows, all
our temptations and trials, aU our sad-
ness and griefs, all our persecutions and
privations, in shorl, all things work to-
gether for our good. All expcriences and
circumstances are God's workmen
whereby good is brought to us." The
Ministry ofHealing, 489

God is in control. He wants you to be
in His kingdom. However, He does not
force or compel. The choice is yours
based on His conditions.

"God has set forth in His Word the
conditions upon which every soul will
be elected to eternal life-<>bedience to
His commandments, through faith in
Christ. God has elccted a character in
harmony with His law, and anyone who
shall reach the standard of His require-
ment will have an entrance into the
kingdom of glory....
"Every soul is elected who will work

out his own salvation with fear and
trembling. He is elected who will put on
the armor and fight the good fight of

The furor going on now within is
unbelievable. It slrikes fear to the heart-
fear for our beloved church. We can only
trust that God will set matters straight.

God bless you all. Keep up the good
work. It can't be long now until I Thes-
salonians 4:16-18 is fulfilled.
-FB, Tennessee

I just received the current issue of
Our Firm Foul/datiol/. I greatly appre-
ciate this journal! We bring you before
Ihe Lord in our prayers.

Sad, but also exciting days to believe
that Jesus would soon return to this
planet which is in rebellion.

I would like your new video to show
with as many Seventh-day Adventists as
possible. Our people need to know both
sides of this issue.
-GB, Washington

Courage my brothers and sisters. The
darkcsl part of the night is just before
dawn. Be faithful to your calling in Jesus
Christ

I was really disappointed to hear and
read of the General Conference's reac-

faith. He is elccted who will watch unto
prayer, who will search the Scriptures,
and llee from temptation. He is elected
who will have faith continually, and who
will be obedicnt to every word that
proccedeth out of the mouth ofGod. The
provisiolls of redemption arc free to aU;
the results of redemption will bc enjoyed
by those who have complied with the
conditions." Patriarchs Gild Prophets,
207-208

God is in control. Will you not make
that full surrender to Him today? Purpose
in your heart now to do all that He asks,
not out of a legalistic duty to do so, but out
of a heart 1I0wing with love for your
Saviour, knowing that He would not ask it
unless it were best for your eternal good.

And remember, "Above the distrac-
tions of the carth He sits enthroned; all
things are open to His divine survey; and
from His great and calm eternity He
orders that which His providcnce sees
best." The Mil/istry ofHealing, 417

God is in control. 0
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tion to your ministry. I have no idea of
what really has caused such a negative
response to such a positive ministry. I
am sad to see such persecution coming
from within the church and from our
fellow brothers and sisters in Jesus.

I trust that you are recciving all your
marching orders from our Lord God and
that you are doing nothing out of
jealousy, anger, or resentment; that in all
things you are seeking to let the Spirit of
God work through you and His character
be seen in every action.

I am a young pastor from --, work-
ing in Thailand. I praise the Lord for the
freedom still available in this country. I
was first exposed to your ministry in
1988. Since then I have done much study
on my own. I have read a fcw of your
materials when I had access to them
through various friends. I would love so
much to be on your mailing list. It is so
hard to find worthwhile materials here.

May God bless you and encourage
you even morc than ever before as we
work together to hastcn the soon coming
of our Lord Jesus.
-Thailand
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Be Ye Transformed
love. A response of love, this is our part
of the equation in the science of salva-
tion. God had been wooing this man,
drawing him to Christ, but he was not
inclining his will to the will of God.

Are we resisting the grace of Christ?
When God awakens us early in the
morning and bids us to "come unto me
all ye that labor and are heavy laden and
I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28;
emphasis supplied in all quotations),
does our faith awaken, from a response
of love and then rise to meet with our
Saviour and there find our strength and
help [or the day's duties and trials? Or is
OUT faith a slumbering faith, one that is
asleep in the nesh rather than awake in

Jim HolllLberger fivej" in Polebridge, MOtl-
tana, alld has dedicated his life full time to
reaching people with the practical gospel.

T HE central theme of the Bible, the
theme about which every other in

the whole book clusters, is the redemp-
tion plan, the transformation of the ehar-
aeter of fallen man into the character of
a risen Christ. Is this transformation
really possible? And if so, what is my
part in this divine-human relationship?

Recently, while conducting a series
of mcctings, I was brought in contact
with a man who was quite distraught
with his Christian experience. He had
been raised in a Christian home; he
believed that the Bible was the Word of
God and had accepted the fact that his
salvation was found in Christ alone. Yet
that transformation of his character into
the character o[ Christ was far [rom
reality. He found himself, in almost
every trying situation, giVing way to the
nesh rather than to the Spirit of God.

Why was his experience not like that of
the apostles Peter, James and John after
Calvary? Why had God not worked in
his behalf to save him not only from the
penalty o[ sin, but also from its power?
Was there something God had failed to
do [or him that he had done [or others,
such as the apostle Paul? Or perhaps,
was there something missing on his
part? Perhaps his faith was not a genuine
faith, a faith that works by love and
purifies the soul. Could it be that he did
not understand what his part was in this
divine-human relationship?

After some discussion, it was quite
evident that he did not understand how
this transformation takes place on a
practical level, that once the person has,
through faith in Christ, accepted the free
gift of salvation, genuine faith always
and continually brings a response of

Jim Hohnberger _------
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the Spirit? Christ found His strength in
meeting with His Father at the very
beginning of every day. "And in the
morning, rising up a great while before
day, he went out, and departed into a
solitary place and there prayed." Mark
1:35. This early morning praying is the
example of genuine faith, a faith which
recognizes its need of a power outside of
self to sustain and keep oneself
throughout the day. Such was the ex-
ample of Christ. We are told, "As a man
He supplicated the throne of God till His
humanity was charged with a heavenly
current that should connect humanity
with divinity.... His experience is to be
ours." The Desire ofAges, 363. Is it your
experience? If not, is it no wonder that
you have a floundering experience? We
are all to follow the example of Christ,
and by a response of love meet in fel-
lowship with Him every morning of our
life, and there so connect with our
Source of life and strength that we can
and will go out into the day with an
abiding trust in the One mighty to save.

Dear friends, once we have con-
nected with Christ on our knees, we
need to remain connected with Him on
our feet. Throughout the day Christ will
continually call for the surrender of our
thoughts, words and actions. Here we
need to watch and pray constantly, that
we will not choose to let go of Him and
give way to the flesh. Here so many
Christians flounder again and again.
The apostle Paul in his epistle to the
Galatians cautions us, "Are ye so fool-
ish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye
now made perfect by the flesh?" Gala-
tians 3:3

In other words, if God has called for
the surrender of OUT lives and we have
co-operated by a response of love
through the Spirit, will He not also
continue to call to us throughout our
entire day by His Spirit? See Isaiah
30:21. Will not the Spirit impress upon
our conscience, which has been en-
lightened by His Word, which thoughts
are safe to think, (see Philippians 4:8)
and which thoughts we must choose to
resist? See James 1:13-15. Will not the
Spirit of the Lord impress us to be "swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath"?
James 1:19. Yes, God is faithful to re-
mind us, for He says, "Lo, I am with you
alway." Matthew 28:20

God promises to guide us through
every day of our life and every hour of
that day. But we have a part to play. We
must be willing to be made willing. We

must be willing to choose between the
voice of the flesh and the voice of His
Spirit. Our choice, motivated by a re-
sponse of love through genuine faith,
will determine whether we fight against
God or against the flesh. The apostle
Paul was not entirely unlike us. When
God called for a surrender of his life on
the road to Damascus, he had a choice to
make. He could resist God and reap the
flesh, or he could resist the flesh and
receive the Spirit. His response is one
which we all need to enter into continu-
ally throughout our entire life and day. It
is found in Acts 9:6, "Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?" Is that not a
beautiful response, simple to understand
yet transforming in application? As Paul
responded to the Spirit, his character
was transformed into the character of
Christ. He was no longer seen as Saul,
the man in the flesh, but as Paul, the man
in the Spirit.

So it is to bewith us. As God calls for
the surrender of our life to Him and
continues to ask us to die to self daily,
(see 1 Corinthians 15:31) we find our-
selves in the process of transformation
from living in the flesh to living in the
Spirit. For the Spirit always encourages
us to "turn not aside from following the
Lord but serve the Lord with all your
heart." 1 Samuel 12:20. As we respond
to this call of grace upon our hearts, God
restores uS into His image. This response
is what is meant in Philippians 2:12-13
by "Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of
His good pleasure."

God does not bid us fear that He will
fail to fulfill His promises, that His
patience will weary, or His compassion
be found wanting. We are to fear lest our
will shall not be held in subjection to
Christ's will, lest our hereditary and
cultivated traits of character shall con-
trol our life. We are to fear lest self shall
interpose between our soul and the great
Master Worker. Fear lest self-will shall
mar the high purpose that through us
God desires to accomplish. Fear to trust
to our own strength, fear to withdraw
our hand from the hand of Christ and
attempt to walk life's pathway without
His abiding presence.

Friends, this fear is healthful. It is a
fear that puts our dependency in Christ
and not in self. Here besetting sins are
overcome; evil thoughts are not allowed
in the mind; evil habits are purged from
the soul temple. The tendencies which

have been bia5ed in a wrong direction
are turned in a right direction. Wrong
dispositions and feelings are changed,
new principlcs of actions are supplicd
and there is born anew creature in Christ
Jesus our Lord. An entire transformation
of our character takes place, day by day,
as we consent to say Yes to God and No
to self.

It is just that simple: "Subjection to
God is restoration to one's self." That is
the science of salvation from the power
of sin as well as from its penalty. It is
not works, friends, but it is genuine
faith, faith that works by love and puri-
fies the soul. It is the faith of the
martyrs, the faith of the apostles and the
faith of the Reformers. They all con-
sented to let God have them [ully,
completely and utterly. It is the faith
willing at all timcs and in all places to
say, "Not my will, but thine, be done."
Luke 22:42. And when we consent to let
God so have us that we will even allow
all our thoughts, words and actions to
be filtered through Christ before they
find expression, then truly we shall be
transformed.
o friends, let us make our "calling

and election sure." 2 Peter 1:10. We are
elected to work out our own salvation
with fear and trembling by continually
saying Yes to God and No to self. We
are elected to put on the armor, to fight
the good fight of faith. We are elected to
use the means God has placcd within
our reach to war against every unholy
lust, while Satan is playing the game of
life for our souls. We are elected to
watch unto prayer, to search the Scrip-
tures and to avoid entering into tempta-
tion. We are elected to have faith con-
tinually. We are elected to be obedient
to every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God, that we may be not a
hearer only but a doer of the word.
Such is Bible election. Such is genuine
faith that co-operates at all times and in
all places with divine grace.

This life of absolute dependence,
absolute trust, absolute surrender which
brings entire transformation is available
to us all today. Now! Friends, we have
heretofore lived a life to our own liking.
Will you not begin today, by the grace
of heaven, to live a life fully and
completely given to the lordship of
Jesus Christ? Will you not now choose a
life in which Christ shall be All and in
All? Colossians 3:11. Such a life is what
it means to "Be Ye Transformed." Ro-
mans 12:2 0
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I N the first part of "God's Plan Mis-
used" we discussed how for many

years we as a pcople have been in
disobedience in many ways to the
Lord's directives of the way to operate
the branches of His work. We have
noted also that over the past forty years
there has been an increasing conflict
over a number of doctrinal issues. We
have discussed this disobedience and
doctrinal confusion as signs of insub-
ordination and apostasy. The fact that
we are still here on this earth is stark
evidence that we as a people are falling
far short of the spiritual health needed to
usher in Christ's kingdom. In this article
we will delve further into the root eauses
of our continued rebellion to Christ's
leadership and thus the continued delay
of His second coming.

"We may have to remain here in this
world because of insubordination many
more years, as did the children of Israel,
but for Christ's sake, His people should
not add sin to sin by charging God with
the consequence of their own wrong
course of action." Spalding-Magan's
Unpublished Manuscript Testimonies of
Ellen G. White, 202

The root cause of our insubordina-
tion to Christ's leadership and thus of the
delay of His return in glory is that self
has not died. The natural, fallen human
nature has self on the throne. We natu-
rally live to serve self. Our fallen nature
evaluates all social relationships and all
of life's circumstances by what benefits
there are to self. The principle of Satan's
kingdom is love for self-self first, God,
Christ and others last. The principle of
Christ's kingdom is the exact reverse-
God, Christ and others first and self last.

When elf is alive, it rules in our life,
and Christ is kept outside the heart's door.
We manifest our serving of self by seek-
ing the company of those whose actions
and words do not condemn us. We
manifest that self is alive by seeking and
supporting religious beliefs and leaders
that are tolerant of self. When self is alive
we tend to seek the leadership ofman, for
natural man will assure us that we can
continue to serve self and be saved any-
way. Thus selfish man looks to man for
spiritual counsel and direction. Those
who are serving self lean on the arm of
flesh, placing fallible man in their life
where only Christ should be.

In our love for· approbation we are
more concerned about what other people
think of how we cat and dress and live
than we are about what Christ thinks
about these issues. In our seeking of
praise for self, we seek out, exalt and
support pliant leaders who will teach us
smooth things.

If a leader of God's people is serving
self, his method of administration will be
patterned after that of pliant Aaron. Seek-
ing more the approbation of the people
than of God, he will tolerate, and even
promote, forms of "religious" activities
and preach doctrines that approve of life-
styles pleasing to the natural man. Filled
with self-esteem and self-confidence,
such a leader will not feel the need of
consulting the counsels of Christ in Scrip-
ture and the Spirit of Prophecy as to how
to earry on the Lord's work. Since the
world and not God praises and exalts
human leadership and human wisdom,
lead-.;:rs, serving self, seek more the
bation of human (even worldly) accredit-
ing bodies than they seek the approbation
of Christ in the operation of "His" pub-
lishing, edueational and health institu-
tions. Leaders serving self and not Christ
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The Lord pities our weakness; He is grieved
because of the error that has come in, because
of the education that has been given to
believers to look to men for wisdom and help

will feel confident of their own wisdom
and will lead God's people and God's
work contrary to a "Thus saith the Lord."
Being wise in their own eyes they will feel
qualified to tell others what to do and
what not to do. In other words, self-serv-
ing leaders will tend to exercise kingly
authority. They will tend to rule rather
than to serve. They will tend to say and do
more of what self and other men say than
what Christ says about the issues. Such a
leadership has usurped the role of Christ
as ruler of His people.

As people look to man for direction,
they encourage and educate the leader to
rule rather than serve.

"Satan exults as he sees men looking
to men, and trusting in men to be wis-
dom for them. The soul that looks to
men as to God, is left exposed to the
temptations and assaults of the enemy,
and the evil one sees to it that human
defects shall mar the work of God. Satan
will make the man whom the brethren
look up to as to God, a target for his fiery
darts, and will ply him with his fiercest
temptations. Though at first the brother
may be reluctant to take so great a
responsibility as that of being a coun-
selor to his brethren, if he does do it, he
will finally encourage the very depend-
ence that he once lamented, and he will
come to feel grieved if matters are not
brought to his attention. He will want to
understand the reason for movements
made in the cause, that have no connec-
tion with his branch of the work." Re-
view alldHerald, vol. 3, 175

By looking to man, the members
injure the leader, for God's wisdom is
removed from him. This removal then
harms the members because they receive
only man's wisdom.

"The people of God have educated
themselves in such a way that they have
come to look to those in positions of
trust as guardians of truth, and have
placed men where God should be. When
perplexities have come upon them, in-
stead of seeking God, they have gone to
human sources for help, and have re-
ceived only such help as man can give. If
as brave soldiers of Jesus Christ, they
had borne their burden, doing their work
with courage, with fidelity, and in faith,
they would have received great bless-
ings. Christ has sounded the invitation,
'Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest';
but instead of carrying their perplexities
and difficulties to Jesus, as He has told
them to do, they have laid their burdens

upon human souls, and have looked to
human beings and human counsels, and
they have received accordingly; for God
removes His wisdom from men who arc
looked up to as God. Those who occupy
positions of trust are greatly injured
when they arc tempted by their brethren
to think that they must always be con-
sulted by the workers, and that the
people should bring to them thcir diffi-
culties and trials. It is amistake to make
men believe that the workers for Cluist
should make no move save that which
has first been brought bcfore some re-
sponsiblc man. Men must not be edu-
cated to look to men as to God. While it
is necessary that there be a counseling
togethcr and a unity of action among the
laborers, one man's mind and one man's
judgment must not be the controlling
power." Ibid., 173

Leaders who have a tendency to rule
educate the members to look to man
rather than to Christ.
"The exercise of authority has been

carried to such extremes that it is now
time to call a halt; for church members
are receiving a false education. A mis-
take has been made that should be cor-
rected before it is too late. Those who
dare to accept respahsibilities that are
contrary to the Gospel plan are in a
dangerous place. They need to see its
course of action in its true light. Their
permissions and their forbiddings have

fostered wrong ideas regarding the re-
sponsibility that individuals should
carry, and have led believers to look to
man instead of looking to God." Lama
Linda Messages, 221

Looking to man educates leaders to
exercise kingly power, and the exercise
of kingly power educates laity to look to
man. This vicious cyele leads to spiritual
weakness in the laity and in the leader-
ship alike.

"Some of our conferences are weak
in Christian experience because their
leading men-and the people have fol-

lowed their example-have sought for
the approval of man with far greater
anxiety than for the approval of God.
They have looked to man for help and
counsel more than to God. They have
made men their burden-bearers, and
have accepted human wisdom just when
and where thcy should have dcpended
upon God. And too often those of whom
they sought counsel nceded help thcm-
selves; for their souls were not right with
God. The presidents of our conferences
have become weak and inefficient by
making flesh their arm. Trust in the
wisdom of man does not facilitate
growth in grace and in the knowledge of
Christ." Gospel Workers, 414-415

Such an education is a great blunder.
"His church is built on the rock

Christ Jesus; and when men miscalcu-
late their positions of trust, and suppose
that this gives them power to rule the
minds and work of their fellow men,
they have made a great blunder, which
the Lord will not sustain. They are draw-
ing mcn away, and educating them to
look to men and depend upon men and
reccive their instruction almost entirely
from finite beings." The Home Mission-
ary, June 1, 1897

God permits this spiritual weakness
in order to help us realize what is our
true source of wisdom and help.

"God has a purpose in leaving men
in their weakness when they turn from

Him to follow the dictation of human
minds. He wants them to learn where
only true light and wisdom dwells. The
Lord pities our weakness; He is grieved
because of the error that has come in,
because of the education that has been
given to believers to look to men for
wisdom and help. He wants His people
to learn lessons of faith and trust in Him,
and to stand in the strength of Israel's
God." Lama Linda Messages, 302

This weakness is all largely the result
of letting self rule in our lives rather than
letting Christ rule. The cause of our
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The great sin which has been entering the
ranks of Seventh-day Adventists is the sin of
exalting man, and placing him where God
should be

self-confidence and self-esteem is our
failure to have clear views of Jesus.

"Some arc self-confident, self-suffi-
cient, exalted in their opinion of them-
selves, because they do not have clear
views of Jesus. If they lived near to Him,
they would see His purity, His matchless
benevolence, His self-sacrifice and in-
finite love, which would lead them to
see their deficiencies; and when viewing
the cross of Calvary, and the sufferings
that Christ endured that they might be
rescued from ruin, they could not have
one exalted feeling in regard to selL"
Review alldHerald, vol. 1,383-384

This placing of man where Christ
belongs limits what Christ can do for us.

"I wish that every minister and every
one of our workers could see this matter
as it has been presented to me. Self-
esteem and self-sufficiency are killing
spiritual life. Self is lifted up; self is
talked about. Oh, that self might die! 'I
die daily,' said the apostle Paul. When
this proud, boasting self-su[[iciency and
this complaccnt self-righteousness per-
meate the soul, there is no room for
Jesus. He is given an inferior place,
while self swells into importance and
fills the whole temple of the soul. This is
the reason why the Lord can do so little
for us. Should He work with our efforts,
the instrument would appropriate all the
glory to his own smartness, his wisdom,
his ability, and he would congratulate
himselL" Testimollies, vol. 5, 538-539

In these last days the most dangerous
of Satan's snares has come into our
ranks-that of looking to man, who in
turn is looking to man.

"From this record we may learn how
little dependence can be placed in men
who trust in men, and do not make God
their reliance. Those who are living in
these last days are in the greatest danger of
placing their conndence in men rather
than in the true and living God. The Lord
has given instruction that the history of
the apostasy of Israel is now to be pre-
sented, because mcn who in the past have
had great light have become self-suffi-
cient, and aTC looking to men, trusting in
human leaders, who are themselves prac-
ticing evil. Men who ought to stand as
firm as a rock to principle are treading in
the same path that the Israelites followed.
'Some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils.' 1 Timothy 4:1. This is the snare
that has come into our ranks. There are
wrong sentiments that have to be met.
There arc men who are aCling the part of
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Aaron at the very time when every soul
should be working to seal the law among
God's disciples. They are building up the
very things that God has specified should
not be built up." Review alld Herald, vol.
5,493

"The great sin which has been enter-
ing the ranks of Seventh-day Adventists
is the sin of exalting man, and placing
him where God should be." The Ellell G.
White 1888Materials, 1619

This tendency of man to look to man,
thus replacing Christ in the life and in
the work, became so prevalent among us
prior to 1888 that God sent a special
message of righteousness by faith,
through E. J. Wagner and A. T. Jones, to
the church at the 1888 General Confer-
ence session. They presented the "truth

as it is in Jesus, which is the third angel's
message" with the purpose to cure us of
the malady of looking to man.

"Now, it has been Satan's deter-
mined purpose to eclipse the view of
Jesus and lcad men to look to man, and
trust to man, and be educated to expeet
help from man. For years the church has
been looking to man and expecting
much from man, but not looking to
Jesus, in whom our hopes of eternal life
are centered. Therefore God gave to His
servants a testimony that presented the
truth as it is in Jesus, which is the third
angel's message, in clear, distinct lines.
John's words are to be sounded by God's
people, that an may discern the light and
walk in the light: 'He that cometh from
above is above an: he that is of the earth
is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he
that cometh from heaven is abeve all.
And what he hath seen and heard, that he
testifieth; and no man receiveth his testi-
mony. He that hath received his testi-
mony hath set to his seal that God is true.
For he whom God hath sent spcaketh the
words of God: for God giveth not the
Spirit by measure unto him. The Father
loveth the Son, and hath given all things
into his hand. He that believeth on the

Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.'
John 3:31-36." Testimollies, 93-94
This "most precious message" of the

third angel was to be carried to the
whole world by the loud cry of the
power of the latter rain.

"The Lord in His great mercy sent a
most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones.
This message was to bring more promi-
nenlly before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. It presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the
people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, which is made manifest in obe-
dience to all the commandments of God.

Many had lost sight of Jesus. They
needed to have their eyes directed to His
divine person, His merits, and His
changeless love for the human family.
All power is given into His hands, that
He may dispense rich gifts unto men,
imparting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human
agent. This is the message that God
commanded to be given to the world. It
is the third angel's message, which is to
be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure." Ibid., 91-92

Unfortunately, G. I. BUller, General
Conference president, along with other
leaders held to preconceived opinions
regarding the messages of Jones and
Wagner at the 1888 General Conference
session. Because of the tendency of
leaders to rule and the others to look to
man, the message of righteous by
faith-"the third angel's message in ver-
ity" (Selected Messages, book 1, 372)-
along with its accompanying Holy Spirit
power of the latter rain was resisted, and
to a great measure was shut away from
God's people and the world.

"An unwillingness to yield up preeon·
eeived opinions, and to accept this truth,



Because of the tendency of leaders to rule and
the others to look to man, the message of
righteous by faith along with its accompanying
Holy Spirit power of the latter rain was resisted

lay at the foundation ofa large share of the
opposition manifested at Minneapolis
against the Lord's message through
Brethrcn [E. J.] Waggoner and [A. T.]
Joncs. By exciting that opposition Satan
succeeded in shutting away from our
peoplc, in a great measure, the special
power of the Holy Spirit that God longcd
to impart to them. The enemy prevented
them from obtaining that efficiency which
might have been theirs in carrying the
truth to the world, as the apostles pro-
claimed it after the day of Pentecost. The
light that is to lighten the whole earth with
its glory was resistcd, and by the action of
our own brethren been in a great
degree kept away from the world." Ibid.,
234--235

The vcry reasons why it was given-
man looking to man and man ruling
man-was the cause of the rcjection of
the third angel's message of righteous-
ness by faith in 1888.
"If OUT brethren were all laborers

together with God, they would not doubt
but that the message He has sent us
during these last two years is from
heaven. Our young men look to our
older brethrcn, and as thcy see that they

do not accept the message, but treat it as
though it were of no consequence, it
inOuences those who are ignorant of the
Scriptures to reject the light. These men
who refuse to receive truth, interpose
themselves between the people and the
light." Review and Herald, vol. 2, 377

The pattern in 1888 of looking to
man led the brethren to reject the mes-
sages of Christ through thc Spirit of
Prophecy.

"Again and again did I bear my
testimony to those a%cmbled., in a clear
and forcible manner, but that testimony
was not rcccivcd. When I came to BallIe
Creek, I repeated the same testimony in
the presence of Elder Butler, but there
was not one who had the courage to
stand by my side and help Elder Butler
to see that he, as well as others, had

taken wrong positions, and had mis-
apprehended my words, and had false
ideas in reference to my position and
work. The prejudice of Elder Butlcr was
greater after hearing the various reports
from our ministering brethren at that
meeting in Minneapolis." The Ellen G.
White 1888Materials, 251-252

If the third angel's message is a call
to look to Christ, to follow Christ and to
obey Christ rather than man, then we can
understand why Ellen White's angel
guide was able to tell her in 1886 that
few who claimed to bclieve the message
understood it.

"Two years ago, while in Switzer-
land, I was addressed in the night season
by a voicc which said, ... 'There are but
few, even of those who claim to believe
it, that comprehend the third angel's
message, and yet this is the message for
this time. It is present truth. But how few
take up this message in its true bearing,
and present it to the people in its powerl
With many it has but little force.' " Ibid.,
165-166

Thus in 1888, with self on thc throne
in the lives of leaders and laity, there was
a looking to man. The exercise of kingly,

human authority led our people to go
contrary to the counsels of the Spirit of
Prophecy and to reject the message of
righteousness by faith-the third angel's
message in verity-and the latter rain.
Thus the finishing of the Lord's work
and His second coming were delayed.

What of our day? Has self died, or is
Christ still outside of the Laodicean
heart knocking to be let in? Have we
ceased from man, from leaning on the
arm of Oesh? Has leadership cea,ed
from ruling, rather than being servant to
God and His people? Has leadership
ccascd from exercising human, kingly
power? Do we understand and have we
acccpted the message of righteousness
by faith-the third angel's message?

Tragically and sorrowfully we must
answcr No to the above questions. As

long as we are looking to the wisdom of
worldly accrediting bodies in the opera-
tion of our educational and health insti-
tutions, contrary to the clear counsels of
Christ in the Spirit of Prophecy, we are
following the aciions of our 1888 prede-
cessors in looking to man rather than to
Chris!. As long as we are operating the
branches of the Lord's work in disobe-
dience to Christ's will, we are placing
man wherc Christ should bc as Hcad of
His people and His work. As long as we
continue in this insubordination to
Christ we are unrighteous by lack of
faith in Christ's leadership. We do not
understand that righteousness by faith-
the third angcl's message--consists of
full obedience to Christ, through His
enabling grace, in all areas of our life
and work. Not understanding the third
angel'S message, we are incapable of
giving it to the world, and the Holy
Spirit power in the form of the lattcr rain
has not and cannot be poured out upon
us.

Yes, we are today rcjccting the very
same messages for the very same rea-
sons as did our 1888 predecessors.

During the 1888 General Confercncc
session, as Ellen White saw that her
counsels from the Lord were being rc-
jected, she purposed to leave. However,
the Angel of the Lord instructed her not
to leave and clarified what was really
occurring. To place the words, counsel
and direction of man before the Bible
andlor the Spirit of Prophecy was to
repeat the rebcllion of Korah, Dathan
and Abiram. By rejecting Christ's direc-
tives they were not rejecting the mes-
senger but rather the Holy Spirit, an act
which needed to be repented of.

"When [ proposed to leave Min-
neapolis, the Angel of the Lord stood by
me and said: 'Not so: God has a work for
you to do in this place. The peoplc are
acting over the rebellion of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram.

" 'It is not you they are despising,
but the messengers and the message I
sent to My people. They havc shown
contempt for the word of the Lord. Satan
has blinded their eyes and perverted
their judgment; and unless every soul
shall repent of this their sin, this un-
sanctified independence that is doing
insult to the Spirit of God, they will walk
in darkness.' " Ellen G. White, Volume
3: The Lonely Years, 1876-1891,406

Nothing less than apostasy kept the
children of Israel out of the Promised
Land, and nothing less than apostasy
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enee of priest or minister. We are kept by
the power of God. The presence of
Christ is the secret of our life and light."
Signs of the Times, vol. 4, 222

To human Laodieean eyes we appear
to be doing a great work and to be
prospering on every side. But what is
God's plan for the church that persistently
knows not that she is "wretChed, misera-
ble, poor, blind and naked"? Revelation
3:17. What is God's relationship to the
church that is persistently insubordinate in
operating His institutions? What is to be
the fate of God's visible church on earth
that has refused to understand, experience
and thus carry to the world the third
angel's message of victory over sin in this
life by faith? What is to be our relation-
ship to a church whose authority has
permitted untested and unproven doc-
trines to poison, divide and scatter the
flock? How are we to relate to the church
that, though organized and authorized to
finish Christ's work on earth, has, through
insubordination and failure to reproduce
Christ's character, actually interferedwith
and delayed His second coming?

The answers to these questions are
crucial to our welfare. May the Lord
guide us as in future articles we seck to
understand God's reserve plans for
church organization and authority. 0

....LSSUES....
Confus/on or Solutions?

be "servants of the cause" but at the
same time we will not do things the way
the Lord has instructed us. See Milld,
Character; and Personality, 725

We can take assurance that even if
visible leaders fail, OUT Invisible Leader
neither slumbers nor sleeps and He has
us in His hands.
"The undershepherds may sleep,

they may fail to rightly divide the word
of truth, they may fail to point the flock
to the pastures provided for them. In-
stead of being a light to the world, they
may be Walking in darkness. They may
stumble upon the dark mountains of
unbelief. But the true Shepherd, He that
keepeth Israel, shall neither slumber nor
Sleep." Review QndHerald, vol. 2, 359

"Christ is in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks, walking from
church to church, from congregation to
congregation, from heart to heart. He
who keeps Israel neither slumbers nor
sleeps. If the candlesticks were left to
the care of human beings, how often
they would flicker and go out. But God
has not given His church into the hands
of men. Christ, One who gave His life
for the life of the world, is the Watchman
of the house. He is the Warder, faithful
and truc, of the temple courts of the
Lord. We are not dependent on the pres-

''Issues:''
Confusion or Solutions

today is keeping God's people out of the
heavenly Caanan.

Yes, sad but true, "We may have to
remain here in this world beeause of
insubordination many more years, as did
the children of Israel, but for Christ's
sake, His people should not add sin to
sin by charging God with the con-
sequence of their own wrong course of
action." Spalding-Magan's Unpublished
Manuscript Testimonies of Ellen G.
White, 202

Our problem today, as always, is that
self has not died. With self-esteem and
self-confidence much alive, we feel that
we can improve upon the Lord's direc-
tives as to how to operate the branches
of His work. Feeling self-confident we
have not felt the need to study the
Scriptures and the Testimonies in order
to have the spiritual discernment to keep
out doctrinal errors. Feeling self-confi-
dent and not knowing what God has said
on the many issues, we have felt that our
positions have entitled us to rule over
rather than to serve God's heritage.
Being filled with self-esteem and self-
importance we hurry on in our insub-
ordination interpreting our apparent
success and prosperity as a sign ofGod's
approval. Being wise in OUf own wis-
dom, our "conscientiousness" leads us to

I T is sad but true-tension exists between the leaders of the
North American Division of Seventh-day Adventist, (NAD),
and certain Independent Ministries, including Hope Inter-

national. Many of God's people are burdened and confused
concerning the reasons for this tension, and the question is frequently asked, "Are there no solutions?"
We at Hope International sincerely believe that the "solution" to the present crisis can be found in the Bible

and the Spirit of Prophecy, yet it will require a death to self, and a full-hearted commitment to follow, not Hope
International or Our Firm Foundation, but "the lamb whithersoever He goeth." Revelation 14:4
Does Ihe NAD authorized booklet, "Issues: The Seventh-day Adventist Church and Certain Private

Organizalions," address the "real issues" and offer "true solutions:'? or are we left with confusion?
Order today from Hope Imernatiollal:

"Issues: Confusion or Solutions?"
A four-hour video presentation featuring Ken Hodges, Hope International's

Administrative Committee Chairman, with Dr. Russell Standish and Raymond DeCarlo.

Available on two quality VIIS video cassettes for $30.00 (U.S. dollar.;) plus 15% postage.

Washington residents please add 7.5% sales tax.
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King Saul's
Rash Oath

T HE energy and military skill dis-
played by Saul in the victory of

Jabesh-gilead were extolled by the
whole nation. In their enthusiasm the
people forgot that he was but the agent
by whom the Lord had wrought for their
deliveranee. And though at first the king
ascribed the glory to God, he afterward
took honor to himself. When first called
to the throne, he was humble and self-
distrustful; but success made him self-
confident, and ere long he was guilty of
presumption and sacrilege, in offering
the unbidden sacrifice at GilgaJ.

The same blind self-confidence led
him to reject Samuel's message of re-
proof. Saul acknowledged Samuel to be
a prophet sent from God. Hence he
should have accepted the reproof, even
though he could not himself see that he
had sinned. Such a course, showing a
willingness to be set right, would have
gone far to reinstate him in the favor of
God. But Saul endeavored to vindicate
his own course, and blamed the prophet,
instead of condemning himself.

There are
today many who
pursue a similar
course. Like Saul,
they are blinded to

their errors. When the
Lord seeks to correct
them, they receive reproof
as insult, and find fault
with the one who brings
the divine message.

Had Saul been willing
to see and confess his error,
this bitter experience
would have proved a

safeguard for the future. He would after-
ward have avoided the mistakes which
called forth divine reproof. But feeling
that he was unjustly condemned, he
would, of course, be likely again to com-
mit the same sin.

The Lord would haveHis people, under
all circumstances, manifest implicit trust in
Him. Allhough we cannot always under-
stand the workings of His providence, we
should wait with patience and humility
until He sees fit to enlighten us. We should
beware of taking upon ourselves responsi-
bilities which God has not authorized US to
bear. Men frequently have too high an
estimate of their own character or abilities.
They may feel competent to undertake the
most important work, when God sees that
they are not prepared to perform aright the
smallest and humblest duty.

Saul was in disfavor with God, and
yet unwilling to humble his heart in
penitence. He desired to devise some
plan by which to establish more firmJy
his royal authority, as well as to revive
the courage of the people. What he

Ellen G. White

lacked in real piety, he would endeavor
to make up in pretension and display.
Saul was familiar with the terrible his-
tory of Israel's defeat when the ark of
God was brought into the camp by
Hophni and Phinehas; and yet, knowing
aU this, he determined to send for the
sacred ark and its attendant priests.

With a spirit of exultation he enters
upon the accomplishment of his plans.
He hopes to inspire the hearts of Israel
with fresh courage, to reassemble his
scattered army, and to vanquish the Phil-
istines. He will now dispense with
Samuel's presence and support, and thus
free himself from the prophet's disagree-
able criticisms and severe reproofs. He
feels that Samuel does not rightly appre-
ciate the position and authority of a king,
and hence does not treat him wilh proper
respect. He expects that Ahiah the priest
will be awed by royal dignity, and will
readily yield to the king as to a superior.

The Holy Spirit had been granted to
Saul to enlighten his understanding and
soften his heart. He had received faithful
instruction and reproof from the prophet
of God. And yet how great his perversity!
The history oflsraeI's first king presents a
sad example of the power of early wrong
habits. In his youth, Saul did not love and
fear God; and that impetuous spirit, nol
early trained to sublTl.ission, was ever
ready to rebel against divine authority.

The lesson is one which all would do
well to ponder. Men cannot for years abuse
the noblest powers which God has given
them for His service, and then, when they
choose to change, fmd these powers fresh
and free for an entirely opposite course.
Those who in early life cherish a sacred

January 1993 Our Firm FouI/da/iOll 25



Those who in early life cherish a sacred regard
for the authority of God, and who faithfully
perform the duties of their position, will be
prepared for higher service in after years

regard for the authority of God, and who
faithfully perform the duties of their posi-
tion, will be prepared for higher service in
after years. If we would conquer in the
battle of life, we must take counsel of
infinite wisdom, fl1St and last and always.

Saul's efforts to inspire the people
with hope and courage proved unavailing.
Finding his force reduced to six hundred
men, he left Gilgal, and retired to the
fortress at Geba, so lately taken from the
Philistines. This stronghold was situated
on the south side of a deep, rugged valley,
or gorge, a few miles north of the site of
Jerusalem. On the north side of the same
valley, at Michmash, the Philistine force
lay encamped, while detachments of
troops went out in different directions to
ravage the country.

On the one hand was a little company
of almost unarmed men, on the other, vast
numbers of well-drilled troops, with their
thirty thousand chariots of iron. What mar-
vel that the hearts of the men of Israel were
filled with fear! God had permitted matters
to be thus brought to a crisis, that He might
rebuke the perversity ofSaul, and teachHis
people a lesson of humility and faith.

Jonathan, the king's son, a man who
feared God, was chosen as the instrument
to deliver Israel. Moved by a divine
impulse, he proposed to his armor-bearer
that they should make a secret attack upon
the enemy's camp. "It may be," he urged,
"that the Lord will work for us; for there is
no rcstraint to the Lord to save bymany or
by few." 1 Samuel 14:6

The armor-bearer, a man of faith and
prayer, encouraged the design, and to-
gether they withdrew from the camp of
Israel, secretly, lest their purpose should
be opposed as presumptuous. With
earnest prayer to the Guide of their
fathers, they agreed upon a sign by which
they might determine how to proceed.
Then passing down into the gorge separat-
ing the two armies, and which here
stretched out to half a mile in width, they
silently threaded their way, under the
shadow of the cliff, and partially con-
cealed by the mounds and ridges of the
valley. Approaching the Philistine
fortress, they were revealed to the view of
their enemies, who said tauntingly, "Be_
hold, the Hebrews come forth out of the
holes where they have hid themselves,"
then challenged them, "Come up, and we
will shew you a thing," meaning that they
would punish the two Israelites for their
daring. Verses 11-12

This ehallenge was the token which
Jonathan and his companion had pre-
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viously agreed to accept as evidence that
the Lord would prosper their undertalting.
Passing now from the Sight of the Philis-
tines, and choosing a secret and difficult
path, the warriors made their way to the
summit of a cliff before deemed inacces-
sible, and therefore not very strongly
guarded. Thus they penetrated the
enemy's camp, and slew the sentinels,
who were so overcome by surprise and
fear as to offer no resistance.

The whole army was seized with con-
sternation, which was increased by an
earthquake miraculously occurring at the
same time. The Philistines imagined that a
vast army was upon them, and in their
confusion they began to slay one another.

Soon the noise of the battle was heard
in the camp oflsrael. Upon inquiry it was
found that none were absent but Jonathan
and his armor-bearer. Saul at first desired
to consult the Lord as to whether an attack
should be made upon the Philistines; but
the confusion among them evidently in-
creasing, his impatient spirit could not
brook delay. Marshaling his little force, he
advanced against the enemy. The He-
brews who had deserted to the Philistines,

now joined their fellow countrymen; great
numbers also came out of their lurlting-
places, and as the Philistines fled, discom-
fited, Saul's army committed terrible
havoc upon the fugitives.

When Saul beheld the Philistines flee-
ing in terror from Michrnash, he deter-
mined to make the most of his advantage.
To avoid unnecessary delay, he forbade the
pursuers to partake of food for the entire
day, enforcing his command by the solemn
imprecation, "OJrsed be the man that
eateth any food until evening, that I may be
avenged on mine enemies." Verse 24

The lting might properly bave warned
his soldiers not to waste time in feasting
upon the spoil of their enemies; but to
deprive them of food for a whole day was
unwise in the extreme. The long abstinence
rendered them weak and exhausted at the
very time when they should have been

strong and courageous to push the battle
against the foe. And then to confirm this
inconsiderate prohibition by a solemn oath
showed Saul to be both rash and profane.
Such a course could not be prompted by a
zeal for the glory ofGod. The king declares
his object to be, not "that the lord may be
avenged on his enemies," but only "that I
may be avenged on mille enemies." Verse
24. Yet the fact was, that Saul had no real
share in the battle; the victory had been
vinually gained without his knowledge or
co-operation.

Fcaring the kings's displeasure, the
soldiers refrained from partaking of the
spoil of their enemies, and even from
eating the wild honey which was found in
great abundance as they passed through a
forest. But Jonathan was ignorant of his
father's prohibition, and unwittingly
transgressed by eating a little of the honey.

10 the evening, being hungry, and faint
with labor, many of the people hastily slew
the cattle which they had taken, and ate the
flesh with the blood, contrary to the law.
Thus did Saul's injudicious severity lead to
disregard of the divine command. When,
however, the monarch learned what was

going on, he interposed his authority, and
directed that a sacrifice be fl1St offered unto
the Lord, and then the animals be properly
slaughtered and the blood separated, as the
Mosaic law required.

When the people had satisfied their
hunger, Saul proposed to continue the pur-
suit that night; but the priest suggested that
it would be wiser fl1S1 to ask counsel of
God. This was done in the usual manner;
but no answer came. Regarding this silence
as a token of the Lord's displeasure, Saul
determined to discover the cause. Had he
properly realized the sinfulness of his own
course, he would have concluded that he
himself was the guilty one. But failing to
discern this, he gave command that the
matter be decided by lot. "Draw ye near
hither, all ye chief of the people: and know
and see wherein this sin hath been this day.
For, as the Lord liveth, which saveth Israel,



There are many today, like Saul, bringing upon
themselves the displeasure of God. They reject
counsel and despise reproof. Even when convinced
that the Lord is not with them, they refuse to
see in themselves the cause of their trouble

though it were Jonathan my son, he shall
surely die." Verses 3S-39. The people
listened in silence, their hearts thrilled with
fear, as they saw the rash, impetuous spirit
of their king.

Again the monarch commanded, "Bc
ye on one side, and I and my son Jonathan
on the other." Verse 40. The lot was cast; it
fell upon Saul and Jonathan. Again it was
cast, and Jonathanwas taken. The Lordwas
pleased that the course of Jonathan should
be brought to light, to manifest more fully
thc spirit ofSaul. Thus the pcople would be
led to see their great error in rejecting the
government which God had given them.
They had exchanged the pious prophet
whose prayers had brought down blessings,
for a king who in his blind zeal had prayed
for a curse upon them.

When the lot fell upon Jonathan, the
king demandedwith great sternness, "What
hast thou done?" Jonathan replied frankly,
acknowlcdging the act, and deprecating the
direful penalty. Now at last we might
expect Saul to see and dcplore his folly in
making so rash avow. Now, surely, paternal
affcction will rise superior to royal author-
ity. But no; Saul wished his people to see
that the justice of the king was superior to
the affection of the father. He had not
shared the honor of the victory; but he
hoped now to secure honor by his zeal in
maintaining the sacredness of his oath.
Even at the sacrifice of his son, he would
impress upon his subjects the fact that the
royal authority must be maintained. How
terribly Significant the words which fell
from that fathcr's lips--"God do so, and
more also; for thou shalt surely die,
Jonathan." Verse 44

At Gilgal, but a shorl time previous,
Saul had presumed to officiate as priest,
in direct violation of the command of
God. When reproved by Samuel, he had
stubbornly justified his own course.
Now, upon the bare suspicion of sin in
another-before the lots were cast-he
had sworn that the offender should
surely die; not considering whether the
offense might not be a sin of ignorance,
to be expiated by a sin-offering, instead
of a willful transgression punishable
with death.

When the offender is pointed out, and it
is known that his only crime is the ignorant
violation of an unreasonable requirement,
the king and father coldly sentences his son
to death. What a contrast betwccn the
boldness with which Saul himself violates
the law of God and defies reproof, and the
cruel severity manifested by him toward
one whom God had honored!

The people refused to allow this unjust
sentence to be carried into effect. They
could see where the guilt belonged; that
Saul himself was the one whom God was
rebulcing. Unheeding the anger of the king,
they boldly declared, "Shall Jonathan die,
who hath wrought this great salvation in
Israel? God forbid: as the Lord liveth, there
shall not one hair of his head fall to the
ground; for he hath wrought with God this
day." Verse 45. Noble decision! wise and
courageous people! The proud monarch
dared not disregard this unanimous verdict,
and the life of Jonathan was preserved.

Saul could but feel that his son was
preferred before him, both by the people
and by the Lord. Jonathan's deliverance
was a severe reproof to the king's rash-

ness. He felt a presentiment that his
curses would fall upon his own head. He
did not longer continue the war with the
Philistines, but returned to his home,
moody and diissatisfied.

Those who are moS! ready to excuse
or justify themselves in sin arc often most
severe in judging and condemning others.
There are many today, like Saul, bringing
upon themselves the displeasure of God.
They rejecl counsel and despise reproof.
Even when convinced that the Lord is not
with them, they refusc to see in them-
selves the cause of their trouble. How
many cherish a proud, boastful spirit,
while thCy indulge in cruel judgment or
sevcre rebuke of others really better in
heart and life than they. Well would it be
for such self-constituted judges to ponder
those words of Christ: "With what judg-
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again." Matthew 7:2

To exalt self, to glory in what we
have done or what we can do, is proof of
extrcme ignorance or folly. Those who
have an undue estimate of themselves
arc often brought into positions where
their true character will be developed. It
was thus in the case of Saul. His own
course convinced the people that kingly

honor and authority were dearer to him
than justice, mercy, or benevolence.

The Lord bears long with the wayward-
ness ofthe children ofmen, and grants to all
ample opponunity to see and forsake their
sins. Yet He will maintain His own glory,
and eare for His own people; whatever the
course ofthe rebellious and hacksliding. He
may appear to prosper those who disregard
His will and despise His wamings; but in
His own time He will surely make manifest
their folly.

By one wrong decision, men may sub-
ject themselves to untold perils. One mis-
step may cost a lifetime of eare, anxiety,
and sorrow. Had not the men of Israel
interposed to save the life of Jonathan, that
intrepid warrior would have perished by the

decrcc of their chosen leader. With what
misgivings must that people afterward have
followed Saul's guidance! How bitter the
thought that he had been placed upon the
throne by their own act!

God's people of today are in danger of
committing errors no less disastrous. We
cannot, we must not, place blind confi-
dence in any man, however high his
profession of faith or his position in the
church. We must not follow his guidance,
unless the Word ofGod sustains him. The
Lord would have His people individually
distinguish between sin and righteous-
ness, between the precious and the vile.

Those who labor faithfully and unself-
ishly in the cause of God should be highly
esteemed for their works' sake. We may,
like the children of Israel, be tempted to
exchange the devoted, self-sacrificing la-
borer for one who appears more pleasing,
but whose faith and steadfastness are yel
untried. Lei us beware how we manifest
ingratitude or contempt for those whom
God has made burden-bearers in His
cause. Those who smite the soldiers of the
cross arc smiting the hand of God that
covers them as a shield. 0

rhe Signs of Ihe Times, vol. 1, 315-316
(August 10, 17, 1882)
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The Lord can work mightily through
the young people of our church as well
as the new converts if they will only be
submissive to Him. We have such
wonderful truths of the gospel to share.
The following article was submitted to
Our Firm Foundation by a young man,
fourteen years old, who has been a
Sevemh-day Advemist for less than a
year. May his love for the Sabbath, as
evidenced by this article, flow over illlo
your life.-THE EDITORS

A ND Ihe third angel followed them,
.t""\..saying with a loud voice, If any
man worship the beast and his image,
and receive his mark in his forehead, or
in his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out withoul mixture into the cup
of his indignation; and he shall be tor-
menled with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of Ihe Lamb: and Ihe smoke of
their lormenl ascendelh up for ever and
ever: and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and his
image, and whosoever receiveth the
mark of his name. Here is Ihe patience
of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." Revelation 14:9-12. Inspiration
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lells US Ihal "John was called to behold a
people distinct from those who worship
Ihe beast and his image by keeping Ihe
firsl day of the week. The observance of
lhis day is the mark of Ihe beast." The
Sevemh-day Advemist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 979. Notice here Ihal Mrs.
White said "distinct," stressing that we
have 10 be keeping Sabbath correctly
and distinctly from Sundaykeepers.

Again Ellen White comments, "God
has designated the sevenlh day as His
Sabbath.... Thus Ihe distinction is drawn
between the loyal and Ihe disloyal. Those
who desire to have the seal of God in Iheir
foreheads must keep the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment. Thus they are distin-
guished from the disloyal, who have ac-
cepted a man-made institution in place of
the lrue Sabbath. The observance of God's
rest day is a mark of distinction bcIwcen
him lhat serveth God and him that serveth
Him not." Ibid., 981. This quotalion fully
brings10 our attenlion that ifwe do not keep
Ihe Sabbath in its entirety (doingjust a little
work now and then or maybe going into the
Sabbath withoul preparation) we are in
danger of missing the seal of God. Also, if
the distinction is not very plain and we are
lax or indifferent in our Sabbathkeeping,
thenwe might have to drink of the "wine of
the wrath of God."

Cody Francis

God called for reformation of Sab-
bath observance by Nehemiah during
Ihe time when Jerusalem was being re-
stored and rebuilt (see Nehemiah 13:15-
20; Prophets and Kings, 669-678), and
in our day God calls for reform by our
special last-day messenger.

"God has called us 10 uplift the
standard of His downtrodden Sabbath.
How important, then, that our example
in Sabbathkeeping should be right! ...

"We must be guarded, lest Ihe lax
practices Ihal prevail among Sunday-
keepers shall be followed by those who
profess to observe God's holy rest day.
The line of demarcation is to be made
clear and distinct between those who bear
the mark of God's kingdom and those
who bear the sign of the kingdom of
rebellion." Testimonies, vol. 6,352-353

It is easy 10 see how important it is that
we as Sabbathkeepers must keep the Sab-
bath in every point, for James 2:10 states:
''For whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all." How sad it is that "The Sabbath has
not been kept. By some Ihe work ofsix days
has been carried into the seventh. One hour,
and even more, has often been taken from
the commencement and close of the Sab-

Cody Francis writes from Mf. Sterling, Iowa.



At family worship let the children take a part.
Let all bring their Bibles and each read a verse
or two. Then let some familiar hymn be sung,
followed by prayer

bath." Ibid., vol. 1, 150. "He [God] calls for
a reform in the observance of the Sabbath."
Ibid., vol. 6, 353

Preparation for the Sabbath

"While preparation for the Sabbath
is to be made all through the week,
Friday is to be the special preparation
day." Ibid., 354

"On Friday let the preparation for the
Sabbath be completed. See that all the
clothing is in readiness and that all the
cooking is done. l.A:t the boots be blacked
and the baths be taken. It is possible to do
this. If you make it a rule you can do it.
The Sabbath is not to be given to the
repairing of garments, to the cooking of
food, to pleasure seeking, or to any other
worldly employment. Before the setting
of the sun let all secular work be laid aside
and all secular papers be put out of sight.
Parents, explain your work and its pur-
pose to your children, and let them share
in your preparation to keep the Sabbath
according to the commandment.

''There is another work that should
receive attention on the preparation day. On
this day all differences between brethren,
whether in the family or in the church,
should be put away. l.A:t all bitterness and
wrath andmalice beexpelled from the soul.
In a humble spirit, 'confess your faults one
to another, and pray one for another, that ye
may be healed.' James 5:16." Ibid., 355-
356; all emphasis added by author

"Many need instruction as to how
they should appear in the assembly for
worship on the Sabbath. They are not to
enter the presence of God in the common
clothing worn during the week. AU should
have a special Sabbath suit, to be worn
when attending service in God's house.
While we should not conform to worldly
fashions, we are not to be indifferent in
regard to our outward appearance. We are
to be neat and trim, though without adorn-
ment. The children ofGod should be pure
within and without." Ibid., 355

"In many families [on Sabbath]
boots and shoes are blacked and
brushed, and stitches are taken, all be-
cause these little odds and ends were not
done on Friday. They did not 'remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.'

"On Friday the clothing of the chil-
dren is to be looked after. During the week
they should be all laid out by their own
hands under the direction of the mother,
so that they can dress quietly, without any
confusion or rushing about and hasty
speeches." Child Guidance, 528

''Before the Sabbath begins, the mind
as well as the body should be withdrawn
from worldly business. God has set His
Sabbath at the end of the six working days,
that men may stop and consider what they
have gained during the week in preparation
for the pure kingdom which admits no
transgressor. We should each Sabbath
reckon with our souls to see whether the
week that has ended has brought spiritual
gain or loss." Testimonies, vol. 356

"God has directed that the sick and
suffering be cared for; the labor required
to make them comfortable is a work of
mercy, and no violation of the Sabbath;
but all unnecessary work should be
avoided. Many carelessly put off till the
beginning of the Sabbath lillie things
that might have been done on the day of
preparation. This should not be. Work
that is neglected until the beginning of
the Sabbath should remain undone until
it is past. This course might help the
memory of these thoughtless ones, and
make them careful to do their own work

on the six working days." Patriarchs
and Prophets, 296

"I was shown that there has been too
much slackness in regard to the observ-
ance of the Sabbath. There has not been
promptness to fulfill the secular duties
within the six working days which God
has given to man and carefulness not to
infringe upon one hour of the holy,
sacred time which He has reserved to
Himself. 'There is' no business of man's
that should be considered of sufficient
importance to cause him to transgress
the fourth precept of Jehovah. There are
cases in which Christ has given permis-
sion to labor even on the Sabbath in
saving the life of men or of animals. But
if we violate the letter of the fourth
commandment for our own advantage
from a pecuniary point of view we be-
come Sabbathbreakers and are guilty of
transgressing all the commandments, for
if we offend in one point we are guilty of
all." Testimonies, vol. 5, 531-532

During the Sabbath

"If thou tum away thy foot from the
sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor
fmding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words: Then sholt thou delight
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of JacOb thy
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." Isaiah 58:13-14

The Lord has promised very rich
blessings to those who keep the Sabbath
in its entirety. I am sure that everyone
will want these blessings promised in
Isaiah 58. In order to receive these bless-
ings, we must know how to keep the
Sabbath. Because we must follow what
we have learned, I feel it is important
that every Seventh-day Adventist should
have a knowledge of exactly how to
keep the Sabbath.

"Before the selling of the sun let the
members of the family assemble to read
God's Word, to sing and pray....

"At family worship let the children
take a part. l.A:t all bring their Bibles and
each read a verse or two. Then let some
familiar hymn be sung, followed by
prayer." Testimonies, vol. 6, 35&-357

This plan is a very appropriate way
to begin the sacred day of rest. The
prayers at worship should be simple,
earnest, and comprehensive. There
should not be long prayers about remote
situations, for they will make prayer
seem a weariness rather than a privilege
and blessing.

"Parents should have a thorough un-
derstanding with their family that the
sacred hours of the Sabbath are to bespent
to God's glory. They should be up with the
sun, and have plenty oftime to prepare for
Sabbath school without gelling into a
rush, and perhaps losing self-control. If
the proper preparations have been made
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Too often so large an amount of food is eaten
on the Sabbath that the mind is rendered dull
and stupid, incapable of appreciating spiritual
things

the previous day, there will be abundance
of time to review the lesson studied during
the week; and both parents and children
can go to the school with the assurance
that they have the lessons well learned."
COllnsels on Sabbath School Work,54

"Let not the precious hours of the
Sabbath be wasted in bed. On Sabbath
morning the family should be astir early.
If they rise late, there is confusion and
bustle in preparing for breakfast and
Sabbath school. There is hurrying, jos-
tling, and impatience. Thus unholy feel-
ings come into the home. The Sabbath,
thus desecrated, becomes a weariness,
and its coming is dreaded rather than
loved." Testimonies, vol. 6, 357

You are in great danger if the Sab-
bath is dreaded rather than looked for-
ward to, and that is why this caution,
though it may seem little, is extremely
important.

On the Sabbath all should observe
ealmness. There should never be any
yelling or anger. "Boisterous noise and
contention should not be allowed any day
of the week; but on the Sabbath all should
observe quietness. No loud-toned com-
mands should be heard at any time; but on
the Sabbath it is entirely out of place. This
is God's holy day, the day He has set apart
to commemorate His creative works, a
day He has sanclified and hallowed."
SelecredMessages, book 3, 257-258

"While cooking upon the Sabbath
should be avoided, it is not necessary to
eat cold food. In cold weather let the
food prepared the day before be heated.
And let the meals, though simple, be
palatable and altractive. Provide some-
thing that will be regarded as a treat,
something the family do not have every
day." Testimonies, vol. 6, 357

I have wondered whether washing
dishes on the Sabbath was wrong, and
just recently I found the answer: "We
would charge all not to wash their dishes
on the Sabbath if this can possibly be
avoided. God is dishonored by any un-
necessary work done on His holy day. It
is not inconsistent, but proper, that the
dishes should be left unwashed till the
close of the Sabbath, if this can be
managed." Selected Messages, book 3,
258. It may not seem like a big thing, to
do the dishes on the Sabbath, but which
would you rather do-let the dishes wait
to be done after the sun sets, do them in
the morning, or dishonor God? May I
remind you that those who have been
given light and do not follow it will be
held accountable in the judgment?
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Eating has much to do with religion.
Ifwe eat right and do not eat too much of
even healthful food, we will be beltcr
able to grasp spiritual truths. If we have
defiled our temple of the Holy Spirit, we
may not be able to receive His precious
light. Yet we will still be held account-
able for it. Eating righl is especially
important on the Sabbath:

"We should nol provide for the Sab-
bath a more liberal supply or a greater
variety of food than for other days. In-
stead of this, the food should be more
simple, and less should be eaten, in order

that the mind may be clear and vigorous to
comprehend spiritual things. A clogged
stomach means a clogged brain. The most
precious words may be heard and not
appreciated, because the mind is confused
by an improper diet. By overeating on the
Sabbath, many do more than they think, to
unfit themselves for receiving the benefit
of its sacred opportunities." Cowlsels on
Dier and Foods, 137

"To eat on the Sabbath the same
amount of food eaten on a working day is
entirely out ofplace. The Sabbath is the day
set apart for the worship of God, and on it
we are to be specially careful in regard to
our diet.... Too often so large an amount
of food is eaten on the Sabbath that the
mind is rendered dull and stupid, ineapable
of appreciating spiritual things. The habits
of eating have much to do with the many
dull religious exercises of the Sabbath. The
diet forthe Sabbath should beselected with
reference to the duties of the day on which
the purest, holiest service is to be offered to
God." CowlSels Oil Health, 577. Please
read also Testimollies, vol. 2, 374, 414.

We should never use all of our energy
during the week and be exhausted on the
Sabbath; neither should we fall asleep in
the house of God: "Let none come to the
place ofworship to take a nap. There should
be no sleeping in the house ofGod. You do
not fall asleep when engaged in your tem-
poral business, because you have an inter-
est in your work. Shall we allow the service

which involves eternal interests to be
placed on a lower level than the temporal
affairs of life?" Testimonies, vol. 6,361

"None should permit themselves,
through the week, to become so ab-
sorbed in their temporal interests, and so
exhausted by their efforts for worldly
gain, that on the Sabbath they have no
strength or energy to give to the service
of God." Child Guidance, 530

I think that most of you know this
counsel, but it is always good to review. (In
fact, I hope that most of you already know
everything in this article and are following

it.) Nehemiah 13:16-17 reads, "There
dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which
bought f',h, and all manner of ware, and
sold on the Sabbath unto the children of
Judah, and in JerusaIem. Then I contended
with the nobles of Judah and said unto
them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and
profane the Sabbath day?" You see, the
people were buying on the Sabbath day and
Nehemiah called it "profaning" the Sab-
bath. Thus, we can learn that we should not
buy on the Sabbath, and if we do, we are
profaning it.

Everything we say should be appro-
priate for the Sabbath, since Isaiah said,
"nor speaking thine own words." "Those
who discuss business matters or lay plans
on the Sabbath are regarded by God as
though engaged in the actual transaction
of business. To keep the Sabbath holy, we
should nol even allow our minds to dwell
upon things of a worldly character. And
the eommandment includes all within our
gates. The inmates of the house arc to lay
aside their worldly business during the
sacred hours. All should unite to honor
God by willing service upon His holy
day." Patriarchs alld Prophets, 307-308

"God requires not only that we refrain
from physical labor upon the Sabbath, but
that the mind be disciplined to dwell upon
sacred themes. The fourth commandment
is virtually transgressed by conversing
upon worldly things or by engaging in
light and trilling conversation. Tafking



If all the counsel given is heeded, the Sabbath
will definetly become a delight, and we will
long for many more Sabbaths

upon anything or everything which may
come into the mind is speaking our own
words. Every deviation from right brings
us into bondage and condemnation." Tes-
timonies, vol. 2, 703

What does "nor finding thine own
pleasure" mean? Let us read Selected
Messages, book 3, 258: "Pleasure seek-
ing, ball playing, swimming, was not a
necessity, but a sinful neglect of the
sacred day sanctified by Jehovah."

I have always wondered about
people working on the Sabbath to re-
lieve suffering humanity, and these quo-
tations cleared it up for me:

"Those who, from whatever cause,
are obliged to work on the Sabbath, are
always in peril; they feel the loss, and
from doing works of necessity they fall
into the habit of doing things on the
Sabbath that are not necessary. The
sense of its sacredness is lost, and the
holy commandment is of no effect. A
special effort should be made to bring
about a reform in regard to Sabbath
observance." Cowlsels on Health, 422

"Physicians need to cultivate a spirit
of self-denial and self-sacrifice. It may
be necessary to devote even the hours of
the holy Sabbath to the relief of suffer-
ing humanity. But the fee for such labor

Should be put into the treasury of the
Lord, to be used for the worthy poor,
who need medical skill but cannot afford
to pay for it." Medical Ministry, 216

Children and the Sabbath

"Above everything, take care of your
children upon the Sabbath. Do not let
them violate it, for you may just as well
violate it yourself as to let your children
do it. When you suffer your children to
play upon the Sabbath, God looks upon
you as a commandment breaker. You
transgress His Sabbath." Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, 257

"I have found that on the Sabbath
day many are indifferent and do not

know where their children are or what
they are doing.

"Parents, above everything take care
of your children upon the Sabbath. Do not
suffer them to violate God's holy day by
playing in the house or out-of-doors. You
may just as well break the Sabbath your-
selves as to let your children do it, and
when you suffer your children to wander
about and suffer them to play upon the
Sabbath, God looks upon you as Sabbath-
breakers." Child Guidance, 533

"Fathers and mothers should make it a
rule that their children attend public wor-
ship on the Sabbath, and should enforce
the rule by their own example." Ibid., 530

"Parents should explain to their chil-
dren the words spoken from the pulpit, that
they also may understand and have that
knowledge which if put into practice brings
abundant grace and peace." Ibid., 531

"The Sabbath school and the meet-
ing for worship occupy only a part of the
Sabbath. The portion remaining to the
family may be made the most sacred and
precious season of all the Sabbath hours.
Much of this time parents should spend
with their children....

"In pleasant weathcr let parents walk
with their children in the fields and
groves. Amid the beautiful things of na-

ture tell them the reason for the institution
of the Sabbath. Describe to them God's
great work of creation.... Show that it
was sin which marred God's perfect
work; that thorns and thistles, sorrow and
pain and death, are all the result of disobe-
dience to God. Bid them see how the
earth, though marred with the curse of sin,
still reveals God's goodness....

"Tell them of the way of salvation;
how 'God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not pcrish, but
have everlasting life.' John 3:16. Let the
sweet story of Bethlehem be repeated.
Present before the children Jesus, as a
child obedient to His parents, as a youth
faithful and industrious, helping to sup-

port the family. Thus you can teach them
that the Saviour knows the trials, perplexi-
ties, and temptations, the hopes and joys,
of the young, and that He can give them
sympathy and help. From time to time
read with them the interesting stories in
Bible history. Question as to what they
have learned in the Sabbath school, and
study with them the next Sabbath's les-
son." Testimonies, vol. 6, 358-359

"Parents can and should give atten-
tion to their children, reading to them the
most attractive portions of Bible history,
educating them to reverence the Sabbath
day, keeping it according to the com-
mandment." Child Guidance, 532

"The parents may take their children
outdoors to view God in nature....

I'We arc not to teach our children that
they must not be happy on the Sabbath,
that it is wrong to walk out-of-doors. Oh,
no. Christ led His disciples out by the
lakeside on the Sabbath day and taught
them. His sermons on the Sabbath were
not always preached within enclosed
walls." Ibid., 533-534

"As the sun goes down, let the voice
of prayer and the hymn of praise mark
the close of the sacred hours and invite
God's presence through the cares of the
week of labor.

"Thus parents can make the Sabbath,
as it should be, the most joyful day of the
week. They can lead their children to
regard it as a delight, the day of days, the
holy of the Lord, honorable." Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 359

"The Sabbath and the family were
alike instituted in Eden, and in God's
purpose they are indissolubly linked to-
gether." Child Guidance, 535

If all the counsel given is heeded, the
Sabbath will definitely become a delight,
and we will long for many more Sabbaths;
but please, parents, do not let your chil-
dren do as they please on the Sabbath:
"Many of these youth have been allowed
to transgress the Fourth Commandment,
by seeking their own pleasure upon God's
holy day.... Many go where they please,
and do what they please; and their parents
arc so fearful of displeasing them that,
imitating the management of Eli, they lay
no commands upon them.

"These youth finally lose all respect
for the Sabbath and have no relish for
religious meetings or for sacred and
eternal things." Ibid., 527

Let us all pray that we can be beller
Sabbathkeepers and that we will one
day keep the Sabbath with Jesus in
heaven. 0
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SO many misrepresentations and falsehoods concerning the
ministry of Hope International are found in the November 5,
Adventist Review insert entitled,"Issues: The Seventh-day

Adventist Church and Certain Private Organizations," the book entitled
"Issues: The Seventh-day Adventist Church and Certain Private
MiItistries," and the Newsbreak report entitled "NAD Action on
Private Organizations," in the Adventist Review, December 3, 1992,
that Hope International cannot, in good conscience, allow these false
accusations to remain unchallenged and unanswered.

Brothers and sisters, the book "Issues: Oarified" has !Wt been written
for the purpose of retaliation, self-justification or self-preservation. Nor
does this book claim infallibility on behalf ofHope International. This
book does reject unequivocally the charge that forms the thesis of all
three sources mentioned above, that Hope International is unnecessarily divisive and that we have started our own
church. .

The book "Issues: Clarified" has been written for the following three reasons:

1. To accurately and thoroughly clarify the many false charges made against this ministry from the above
mentioned sources.

2. 10 clarify from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy the one and only basis for church authority and unity.

3. To clarifywhat are the real issues and problems facing the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
In addition to a point-by-point clarification of specific accusations leveled against Hope International the book "Issues:
Oarified" also includes the following:

•Appendix A: "ADeclaralion of the Fundamental Principles Taught and Practiced by Seventh-<layAdventists." Battle Creek, Michigan, 1872
•Appendix B: "Apostasy in God's Church," by Ellen G. White; "Annual Council 1973/1974Appeals"; "God's Plan for His Health Work," by
Vernon Sparks' Appendix C: ''The Nature ofChrist," by Ron Spear; ''The New Testament View ofChrist," byRalph Larson; ''Is It Essential,
or Nonessential?" by Dennis Priebe; ''TheBaker Letter," by Ellen G. White; "An Analysis of the Baker LeUer," by Ralph Larson; •Appendix
D: ''The Victorious life and How to Obtain It," by MeadcMacGuirc; "Perfection In Christ," by Ron Spear; •AppendixE: "Historic Roots of
the New Theology," by Russell Standish; "Dealing with the NewTheology" and ''TheScourge ofLegalism," by Colin D. Standish and
Russell R. Standish • Appendix F: ''The Real Shaking ofAdventism," by Ron Spear; "Separation and Unity," by Uoyd and Leola Rosenvold
-Appendix G: ''Elijah the TLShbite"; '''The Voice of Stem Rebuke"; "Carmel"; "Jeremiah"; "Approaching Doom"; all by Ellen G. White
'AppendixH: ''The End-Tune Church," by Colin Standish; "GodHas aChurch," by Uoyd and Leola Rosenvold • Appendix I: Various
important letters and documentation from around the world
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